
GCSE Top Candidates 2008 
 
Subject Centre Candidate Name Place 
Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Churcher's College 
Petersfield 

Emma L Cox Joint 1st 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Glenlola Collegiate 
Bangor 

Ruoling Yan Joint 1st 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Friends Lisburn Chin Mun Soong Joint 1st 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Regent House Jordan R Millar Joint 1st 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

The King's School 
Grantham 

Jack Edward Smith Joint 
2nd  

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Noadswood School 
Southampton 

Rosalind K M Gregory Joint 
2nd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Methodist College Belfast Joanna M Blake Joint 2nd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Belfast Royal Academy Gavin M Abernethy Joint 3rd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Bloomfield Belfast Ruth E Evans Joint 3rd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Ballyclare High Simon J Shannon Joint 3rd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Royal School Armagh Lauren M Mortimer Joint 3rd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Portadown College Graeme Ashley McCullough Joint 3rd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

Banbridge Academy Matthew James Wilson  Joint 3rd 

Additional 
Mathematics 
 

St Colman's College 
Newry 

Gavin J McGrath Joint 3rd 

Applied Art and 
Design 
 

Victoria College Belfast Jenna E Manley Joint 1st 

Applied Art and 
Design 

Victoria College Belfast Loren L Thompson Joint 1st 



 
Applied Art and 
Design 
 

Victoria College Belfast Eleanor C Kelly 2nd 

Applied Art and 
Design 
 

Victoria College Belfast Sophie A Irwin Joint 3rd 

Applied Art and 
Design 
 

Victoria College Belfast Maria S Townsley Joint 3rd 

Applied 
Business 
 

St Mary's Londonderry Carla L Moore 1st 

Applied 
Business 
 

Kilkeel High School Ruth I Sloan 2nd 

Applied 
Business 
 

Kilkeel High School Gary E Morris 3rd 

Applied 
Business (B) 
 

The Kingswinford School 
West Midlands 

Sharondeep Kaur Landra 1st 

Applied 
Business (B) 
 

The Earls High School 
West Midlands 

Victoria Oakes 2nd 

Applied 
Business (B) 
 

The Earls High School 
West Midlands 

Joseph Scott 3rd 

Applied ICT 
 

St Columbanus Bangor Karl W Cuthbert 1st 

Applied ICT 
 

St Genevieve's High 
School 

Rachael Prior 2nd 

Applied ICT 
 

Campbell College Joshua Robert Burgoyne 
Baird 

3rd 

Applied ICT (B) 
 

Oxted School Surrey Charloette Margaret E 
Hickson 

1st 

Applied ICT (B) 
 

Oxted School Surrey Laura Emily Catherine 
Jackson 

2nd 

Applied ICT (B) 
 

Oxted School Surrey Dominic David Alan Steiert 3rd 

Business and 
Communications 
System (B) 
 

Kings' School Winchester Claire Susannah Harris 1st 

Business and 
Communications 
System (B) 
 

Birchgrove 
Comprehensive Swansea 

Benjamin Edward Johns 2nd 

Business and 
Communications 

Meridian School Royston Sophie Louise Rogers 3rd 



System (B) 
 
Business 
Studies 
 

Aquinas Grammar School Christina McCloskey 1st 

Business 
Studies 
 

St Michael's Enniskillen Gregory J Tierney 2nd 

Business 
Studies 
 

Glenlola Collegiate 
Bangor 

Ruoling Yan 3rd 

Business 
Studies (B) 
 

Tolworth Girls' School 
Surrey 

Pairavi Gnanananthan 1st 

Business 
Studies (B) 
 

The Piggott School 
Reading 

Lewis S Robinson 2nd 

Business 
Studies (B) 
 

The Priory School Dorking Laura Ward 3rd 

Construction 
 

Cambridge House 
Grammar School 

Johnathan W Heaney 1st 

Construction 
 

St Joseph's Coleraine Kieran McIvor 2nd 

Construction 
 

St Paul's Bessbrook Niall Colgan 3rd 

Design and 
Technology 
Procduct Design 
(B) (Full) 
 

Sacred Heart High School Jennifer Amy Louise Colgan 1st 

Design and 
Technology 
Procduct Design 
(B) (Full) 
 

Sacred Heart High School Camarra-Dane Juliette 
Solomon 

2nd 

Design and 
Technology 
Procduct Design 
(B) (Full) 
 

Sacred Heart High School Catherine Mary E Humphrey 3rd 

Drama 
 

Our Lady & St Patricks 
Belfast 

Luke Bowen 1st 

Drama 
 

Rathmore Grammar Aoibhe M McCann Joint 2nd 

Drama 
 

Rathmore Grammar Niall T Wright Joint 2nd 

Drama 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Zara P Haddock Joint 3rd 

Drama St Dominic's Belfast Rebecca M Maguire Joint 3rd 



 
Drama 
 

Rathmore Grammar Aidan P Bannon Joint 3rd 

Economics 
 

Mount Lourdes Enniskillen Cora A Hamill 1st 

Economics 
 

St Mary's Grammar 
Magherafelt 

Michaela A Laverty 2nd 

Economics 
 

Mount Lourdes Enniskillen Emer R Cox 3rd 

Engineering 
 

St Patrick's Dungiven Ciaran McReynolds 1st 

Engineering 
 

St Patrick's Dungiven Sean P Heffernan 2nd 

Engineering 
 

St Mary's Londonderry Stephanie M Green 3rd 

English 
 

Belfast High 
Newtownabbey 

Orla Kate Sheehan Pundyke 1st 

English 
 

Rathmore Grammar Matthew J O'Kane 2nd 

English 
 

Thornhill College Katrina M Sharkey 3rd 

English 
Literature 
 

Rathmore Grammar Matthew J O'Kane Joint 1st 

English 
Literature 
 

St Ciaran's Ballygawley Claire A McGarrity Joint 1st 

English 
Literature 
 

St Mary's Grammar 
Magherafelt 

Bernadette M Kevin 2nd 

English 
Literature 
 

Dalriada Ballymoney Jill R Craig Joint 3rd 

English 
Literature 
 

Belfast High 
Newtownabbey 

Orla Kate Sheehan Pundyke Joint 3rd 

English 
Literature 
 

Sullivan Upper Holywood Reuben Vandercruyssen Joint 3rd 

Financial 
Services 
 

Bangor Grammar School Christopher William Lambert 1st 

Financial 
Services 
 

Bangor Grammar School Sam Joseph Donaldson 2nd 

Financial 
Services 
 

Bangor Grammar School Scott James Marks 3rd 

French 
 

Friends Lisburn Laura Jane Burns Joint 1st 



French 
 

Friends Lisburn Sophie Louise McDermott Joint 1st 

French 
 

Aquinas Grammar School Jennifer H M Clarke Joint 2nd 

French 
 

Strathearn  School Belfast Olivia Duggan Joint 2nd 

French 
 

Rathmore Grammar Ursula M Campbell Joint 3rd 

French 
 

Friends Lisburn Caroline Jane Llyod Joint 3rd 

Gaeilge 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Sorcha Ni Chiarain 1st 

Gaeilge 
 

St Catherine's Armagh Niamh Grainne Una Moore 2nd 

Gaeilge 
 

Colaiste Feirste Somhairle Tomas Mag Uidhir 3rd 

German 
 

Aquinas Grammar School Jennifer H M Clarke 1st 

German 
 

Friends Lisburn Susanna Louise Elliott 2nd 

German 
 

Rathmore Grammar Aidan P Bannon Joint 3rd 

German 
 

Aquinas Grammar School Martin R McBride Joint 3rd 

German 
 

Abbey Christian Brothers 
School Armagh 

Sean Rooney Joint 3rd 

Geography 
 

Wallace High Lisburn James Timothy Pow 1st 

Geography 
 

Omagh Academy Alicia R Clarke 2nd 

Geography 
 

Wallace High Lisburn Jamie David Clements 3rd 

Health and 
Social Care 
 

St Colman's, Ballynahinch 
 

Michaela Burns 
 

1st 
 

History 
 

Abbey Christian Brothers 
School Armagh 

Patrick Kieran Gallogly 1st 

History 
 

Mount Lourdes Enniskillen Cora A Hamill 2nd 

History 
 

Methodist College Belfast Lisa A Murphy 3rd 

Home 
Ecomonics 
 

Portadown College Anita Grace Boyd 1st 

Home 
Ecomonics 
 

Banbridge Academy Amy Ellen Edith Bell 2nd 

Home 
Ecomonics 
 

Friends Lisburn Sophie Louise McDermott 3rd 



Home 
Economics: 
Child 
Development 
 

Knockbreda High Belfast Debra A Rice Joint 1st 

Home 
Economics: 
Child 
Development 
 

St Patrick's Armagh Catherine Majella Nugent Joint 1st 

Home 
Economics: 
Child 
Development 
 

Brownlow Craigavon Melissa M Lewis 2nd 

Home 
Economics: 
Child 
Development 
 

Thornhill College Hayley L McIntyre Joint 3rd 

Home 
Economics: 
Child 
Development 
 

Thornhill College Laura M McIvor Joint 3rd 

Hospitality 
 

St Pius X Magerafelt Seaneen Larkin 1st 

Hospitality 
 

St Colm's Draperstown Emma T Sheerin 2nd 

Hospitality 
 

St Pius X Magerafelt Marie McLaughlin 3rd 

ICT (Short 
Course) 
 

Northern Regional College Alison Davidson 1st 

ICT (Short 
Course) 
 

Banbridge Academy Stuart Allister Joint 2nd 

ICT (Short 
Course) 
 

Banbridge Academy Jamie William Robert 
Haughton 

Joint 2nd 

ICT (Short 
Course) 
 

Foyle & Londonderry 
College 

David S M Burnside Joint 2nd 

ICT (Short 
Course) 
 

Foyle & Londonderry 
College 

Mark R Hutchinson Joint 2nd 

ICT (Short 
Course) 
 

Banbridge Academy Andrew Thomas Patrick 
Bronte 

3rd 

ICT   Mount Lourdes Enniskillen Mairead C Hegarty 1st 



 
ICT   
 

Rathmore Grammar Claire D O'Neill Joint 2nd 

ICT   
 

Dalriada Ballymoney Chad Ballantine Joint 2nd 

ICT   
 

Sullivan Upper Holywood John Stephen McMaster Joint 2nd 

ICT   
 

Ballymena Academy Nicola R Stewart Joint 3rd 

ICT   
 

Lumen Christi College Patrick McIvor Joint 3rd 

ICT (B) (Full 
Course) 
 

Nottingham High School 
For Girls 

Ophelia Choi Yee Luong 1st 

ICT (B) (Full 
Course) 
 

Sha Tin College Hong 
Kong 

Ernest Hei Ming Chu 2nd 

ICT (B) (Full 
Course) 
 

Sha Tin College Hong 
Kong 

Lisa Jie Ji 3rd 

ICT (B) (Short 
Course) 
 

St Helen & St Katharine 
School 

Alexandra Patricia Holroyd Joint 1st 

ICT (B) (Short 
Course) 
 

St Helen & St Katharine 
School 

Rebecca Sunderland Joint 1st 

ICT (B) (Short 
Course) 
 

St Helen & St Katharine 
School 

Eleanor Lucy Clare Jefferys Joint 2nd 

ICT (B) (Short 
Course) 
 

St Helen & St Katharine 
School 

Haishan Shi Joint 2nd 

ICT (B) (Short 
Course) 
 

Altrincham Girls Grammar Hannah Kirsty Mould Joint 3rd 

ICT (B) (Short 
Course) 
 

Portsmouth High School Charlotte Emily Ruth 
Stoddart 

Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Aoife Ni Chiarain Joint 1st 

Irish 
 

St Patrick's Academy 
Dungannon 

Aoife Maire Nic Iomhair Joint 1st 

Irish 
 

Our Lady's Grammar 
Newry 

Michaela L McCarthy Joint 1st 

Irish 
 

Sacred Heart Grammar 
Newry 

Blinne M Evans Joint 1st 

Irish 
 

St Michael's Enniskillen Cormac Maguire Joint 1st 

Irish 
 

St Michael's Enniskillen Liam A Mohan Joint 1st 



Irish 
 

Omagh South West 
College 

Diane Coyle Joint 1st 

Irish 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Orla McGarry Joint 2nd 

Irish 
 

Sacred Heart Grammar 
Newry 

Helen Cooper Joint 2nd 

Irish 
 

Thornhill College Katie M Hutchison Joint 2nd 

Irish 
 

St Mary's C B Grammar 
Belfast 

Patrick D McBride Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

St Mary's C B Grammar 
Belfast 

David G Nelson Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

Dominican College Belfast Edel McCormick Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Anna McGlone Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

Southern Regional 
College 

Chynel McCrink Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

St Colman's College 
Newry 

Niall P McMahon Joint 3rd 

Irish 
 

St Brigid's Londonderry Roise Nic An Bheatha Joint 3rd 

Journalism 
 

Assumption Ballynahinch Caoimhe M Walsh 1st 

Journalism 
 

Friends Lisburn Reuben Henry George 
Steenson 

2nd 

Journalism 
 

Grosvenor Belfast Hannah E J Fleming Joint 3rd 

Journalism 
 

Assumption Ballynahinch Lisa M McGrady Joint 3rd 

Journalism 
 

Wallace High Lisburn Laura Jane Abernethy Joint 3rd 

Learning for Life 
and Work 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Stacey A Barkley 1st 

Learning for Life 
and Work 
 

Our Lady & St Patricks 
Belfast 

Oonagh C Mitchell 2nd 

Learning for Life 
and Work 
 

Lurgan College Rachel Adamson Joint 3rd 

Learning for Life 
and Work 
 

Newry High Emma L Glass Joint 3rd 

Leisure and 
Tourism 
 

Castlederg High Joanne McMullan 1st 

Leisure and 
Tourism 
 

Castlederg High Lyndsey McCay 2nd 



Leisure and 
Tourism 
 

Castlederg High Michelle Irwin 3rd 

Mathematics 
 

Belfast Royal Academy Gavin M Abernethy 1st 

Mathematics 
 

Banbridge Academy Michelle Jennifer Hillen Joint 2nd 

Mathematics 
 

Omagh Academy Jamie S R Beacom Joint 2nd 

Mathematics 
 

St Aidan's Derrylin Kealan Barrett 3rd 

Mathematics 
(Modular - 2268) 
 

Aquinas Grammar School Conn A McGrath 1st 

Mathematics 
(Modular - 2268) 
 

Rathmore Belfast Michael J McAuley Joint 2nd 

Mathematics 
(Modular - 2268) 
 

Ballymena Academy David M Nesbitt Joint 2nd 

Mathematics 
(Modular - 2268) 
 

Coleraine High Amy G S Taylor Joint 2nd 

Mathematics 
(Modular - 2268) 
 

Foyle & Londonderry 
College 

Stephen N Hogg Joint 2nd 

Mathematics 
(Modular - 2268) 
 

Abbey Christian Brothers 
School Armagh 

Daniel McCullagh 3rd 

Motor Vehicle 
and Road User 
Studies 
 

St Patrick's Grammar 
Armagh 

John J Donnelly Joint 1st 

Motor Vehicle 
and Road User 
Studies 
 

Dungannon Royal Emily Margaret Paisley Joint 1st 

Motor Vehicle 
and Road User 
Studies 
 

Craigavon Senior High 
School 

Ross M Henderson Joint 2nd 

Motor Vehicle 
and Road User 
Studies 
 

Dromore High Mark I Camblin Joint 2nd 

Music 
 

Methodist College Belfast Joanna M Blake 1st 

Music 
 

Thornhill College Grainne E Logue 2nd 

Music Glenlola Collegiate Kathryn R Hunter 3rd 



 Bangor 
Physical 
Education 
 

St Mary's Grammar 
Magherafelt 

Sarah L Maguire Joint 1st 

Physical 
Education 
 

St Mary's Grammar 
Magherafelt 

Katrina McCormack Joint 1st 

Physical 
Education 
 

De La Salle Downpatrick Stephen Tierney Joint 2nd 

Physical 
Education 
 

Our Lady's Grammar 
Newry 

Claire E Woods Joint 2nd 

Physical 
Education 
 

Thornhill College Avilla M Bergin Joint 2nd 

Physical 
Education 
 

Thornhill College Sinead C Logue 3rd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Bloomfield Belfast Jennifer S Lilburn Moth Joint 1st 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Ballyclare High Grace E M Kennedy Joint 1st 

Religious 
Studies 
 

St Dominic's Belfast Jennifer M Murray Joint 2nd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Rathmore Grammar 
 

Ursula M Campbell Joint 2nd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Dalriada Ballymoney Nichola J Hegarty Joint 2nd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Coleraine High Claire McLaughlin Joint 2nd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Sacred Heart Grammar 
Newry 

Helen Cooper Joint 2nd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Bloomfield Belfast Rachel E Gray Joint 3rd 

Religious 
Studies 
 

Methodist College Belfast Rachel J McGalliard Joint 3rd 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Sullivan Upper Holywood Cara Lauren Heaslip Joint 1st 



Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Limavady Grammar Emma M Dunwoody Joint 1st 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Ballymena Academy Matthew W H Houston 2nd 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Ballymena Academy Abigail R Nelson Joint 3rd 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Cambridge House 
Grammar School 

Jaime Armstrong Joint 3rd 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Glenlola Collegiate 
Bangor 

Caroline R Crawford Joint 3rd 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Glenlola Collegiate 
Bangor 

Deborah A Kinghan Joint 3rd 

Religious 
Studies (Short 
Course) 
 

Limavady Grammar Ruth M Bunting Joint 3rd 

Science SA 
(Modular) 
 

Downshire Carrickfergus Megan R Murray 1st 

Science SA 
(Modular) 
 

St Colmcille's Crossgar Ellen B Caffrey 2nd 

Science SA 
(Modular) 
 

Lismore Craigavon Ronan McEgan 3rd 

Science DA 
(Modular) 
 

St Ciaran's Ballygawley Michelle Monaghan Joint 1st 

Science DA 
(Modular) 
 

Holy Cross College 
Strabane 

Lucy M Maciver Joint 1st 

Science DA 
(Modular) 
 

St Aidan's Derrylin Kealan Barrett 2nd 

Science DA 
(Modular) 
 

Foyle & Londonderry 
College 

David S M Burnside 3rd 

Science DA Wallace High Lisburn Jonathan Andrew Crean Joint 1st 



(Non-Modular) 
 
Science DA 
(Non-Modular) 
 

St Michael's Enniskillen Liam A Mohan Joint 1st 

Science DA 
(Non-Modular) 
 

St Louis Ballymena Connor Purdy 2nd 

Science DA 
(Non-Modular) 
 

Rathmore Grammar Dara C Hamill Joint 3rd 

Science DA 
(Non-Modular) 
 

Mount Lourdes Enniskillen Bronagh M Carson Joint 3rd 

Biology 
 

Friends Lisburn Tristan William Holdsworth 1st 

Biology 
 

Belfast Royal Academy Gavin M Abernethy Joint 2nd 

Biology 
 

Strathearn Belfast Sarah C McCarthy Joint 2nd 

Biology 
 

Victoria College Belfast Lucy M R Chambers 3rd 

Chemistry 
 

Coleraine High Amy G S Taylor 1st 

Chemistry 
 

Dalriada Ballymoney Olivia J Laughlin 2nd 

Chemistry 
 

Friends Lisburn Chin Mun Soong 3rd 

Physics 
 

Coleraine High Rui Wang 1st 

Physics 
 

Aquinas Grammar School Conn A McGrath 2nd 

Physics 
 

Ballymena Academy David M Nesbitt Joint 3rd 

Physics 
 

Ballyclare High Simon J Shannon Joint 3rd 

Spanish 
 

Rathmore Grammar Claire D O'Neill Joint 1st 

Spanish 
 

Friends Lisburn Sophie Louise McDermott Joint 1st 

Spanish 
 

Rathmore Belfast Mark J Dowds Joint 2nd 

Spanish 
 

Friends Lisburn Laura Jane Burns Joint 2nd 

Spanish 
 

Friends Lisburn Jenny Barr 3rd 

Technology and 
Design 
 

Belfast Royal Academy Shannon Turkington 1st 

Technology and Portora Royal Enniskillen Jonathan J Wilson 2nd 



Design 
 
Technology and 
Design 
 

Methodist College Belfast Julia E C McGovern Joint 3rd 

Technology and 
Design 
 

Bangor Grammar School Drew Samuel Magowan Joint 3rd 

Technology and 
Design 
 

Enniskillen Collegiate Stephanie Joy Allen Joint 3d 

Technology and 
Design 
 

Portora Royal Enniskillen Paul D Johnston Joint 3rd  

 


