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Possible requirements under the Freedom of Information Act

Please note, material provided by awarding bodies and others to the regulatory authorities during the accreditation process and monitoring activity for test and trials will be handled in accordance with relevant legislation, including the Data Protection Act.  Awarding bodies should be aware of the duties on the regulatory authorities under the Freedom of Information Act to disclose information that they hold in response to requests from individuals. Awarding bodies must provide reasonable and timely cooperation to the regulatory authorities to enable them to determine, within the timescales for compliance with the Act, whether consent can be obtained to disclosure and/or whether any exemption to disclosure applies. 

Where awarding bodies or others consider that material they are providing to the regulatory authorities is commercially or otherwise confidential, this should be clearly stated at the time it is provided, together with the reasons for that view.  If the regulatory authorities agree that the material is confidential in character, they will not include that information in a published report and may seek to apply the relevant exemption(s) under the Freedom of Information Act to any request from a third party for disclosure of the material, unless the awarding body consents to the disclosure. Awarding bodies and others should be aware of the fact that the regulatory authorities may ultimately be required to comply with the determinations of the Information Commissioner and the courts as to disclosure of information notwithstanding any view as to confidentiality, which is agreed with the awarding body or other body. 

Therefore, please clearly indicate below if any aspects of the information provided with these proposals is commercially or otherwise confidential and, if so, your rationale to support this view. The rationale will be reviewed in light of any requests received to disclose information and the regulatory authorities will, wherever possible, provide prior notification should they consider the need to disclose any of this information. 

Rationale

	


Submission pro forma

This pro forma must be used for all submissions for Phase 2 trial projects.

Sections 1, 2, and 3 must be completed, as well as sections 8, 9, and 10. Depending upon which theme the project will address, sections 4, 5, 6 or 7 must also be completed.

1. Lead organisation

1.1 All submissions must identify a lead organisation (see paragraph 4.2 in the Phase 2 test and trial prospectus document).

	Project title:
	

	Name of lead organisation:
	

	Contact details:
(address, telephone and email)
	

	Project manager:
	


2. Partner organisations

2.1 Submissions should list all those organisations involved in the project. This might include (but is not limited to) sector bodies/sector skills councils, awarding bodies, professional bodies or associations, voluntary and community organisations, other experts. 

	Name of partner organisations:
(including a named contact)
	


3. Trials with learners

3.1 Submissions must indicate whether:

· Stage 3 trials will involve learners in England, Wales, Northern Ireland, or a combination of the three

· they wish learners in the trials to be considered for public funding (see paragraphs 3.9 and 3.10 in the  Phase 2 test and trial prospectus document).

	Will stage 3 trials include learners in England?
	Yes/No

	Approximately how many learners will undertake units and qualifications in England?
	number

	Is public funding sought for learners in England?
	Yes

	
	No


	Will stage 3 trials include learners in Wales?
	Yes/No

	Approximately how many learners will undertake units and qualifications in Wales? 
	number

	Is public funding sought for learners in Wales?
	Yes

	
	No


	Will stage 3 trials include learners in Northern Ireland?
	Yes/No

	Approximately how many learners will undertake units and qualifications in Northern Ireland? 
	number

	Is public funding sought for learners in Northern Ireland?
	Yes

	
	No


4. Theme 1 – The reform of qualifications in a sector or sub-sector
4.1 Submissions focusing upon Theme 1 must provide details for all of the following questions.

	Theme 1 – The reform of qualifications in a sector or sub-sector

	Project overview:
	Provide details of:

· the sector/sub-sector in which the work will be undertaken 

· any relevant background and contextual issues

· why the reform is important to the sector/sub-sector

· aims and objectives of the trial.

Provide details of how the work will:

· design and develop vocational as well as occupational units and qualifications

· explore opportunities for the mutual recognition of units where there is not a ‘one-to-one’ relationship with National Occupational Standards (NOS)

· identify ‘shared units’
 in order to fully support CAT and to explore opportunities for common units where appropriate

· explore and evaluate the issues and merits associated with the inclusion of  ‘shared’ and ‘awarding body owned
’ units and their respective impact on the coherence and rationality of provision within the sector or sub-sector.


	Indicate support of appropriate sector body:
	Provide details of the support of the relevant sector body or SSC

	Units and qualifications included in trial:
	Provide details of:

· the number and likely level of the units included in the trial

· the number, likely level, and provisional title of the qualifications included in the trial

· the approximate date at which units will be submitted to the unit databank

· a list of unit titles to be included in the trial (where possible)

· the approximate date at which qualifications will be submitted for accreditation.



	Requirements for publicly funded provision:
	Provide details of how one or more of the additional requirements will be met in relation to:

· provision using the proposed design principles for full Level 2 qualifications to support the Level 2 entitlement.

· provision which can test out whether the design principles approach can be used to develop the Level 3 entitlement (including progression to HE)

· apprenticeships within a unit and credit based framework

· level 4 provision which can support the achievement of higher-level skills

· provision that would support offender learning and skills



	Project stages:
	Submissions must indicate agreement to complete each of the four project stages and identify the approach to each stage (tick box).

	
	Stage 1 – Unit and qualification development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· design and develop new units and/or qualifications, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· apply the specification to certificated learning currently outside of the National Qualifications Framework
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 2 – Quality assurance and assessment approaches
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test a range of assessment approaches to credit-based units and/or qualifications,  OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· trial processes and systems needed to support the development of high quality units and qualifications and the consistent application of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· develop quality assurance benchmarks and criteria that support mutual confidence in the assessment of units and/or qualifications and the award of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test the use of grading as part of a credit-based system, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 3 – Trials with learners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 4 – Credit accumulation and transfer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Project deliverables and milestones:
	Submissions must indicate their agreement (tick box) to the milestones, deliverables and timelines for each end of stage report.

Milestone

Deliverable

Timeline / date

Indicate agreement

1

Stage 1 evaluative report: Unit and qualification development

May 31 2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2

Stage 2 evaluative report: Quality assurance and assessment approaches

June 29  2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3

Stage 3 evaluative report: Trials with learners

April 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4

Stage 4 evaluative report: Credit accumulation and transfer

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5

Final evaluative report

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 




NB: Lead organisations should now proceed to section 8 and complete sections 8, 9 and 10

5. Theme 2 – In-company training programmes
5.1 Submissions focusing upon Theme 2 must provide details for all of the following questions.

	Theme 2 – In-company training programmes

	Project overview:
	Provide details of:

· the company and training programme. How is the training currently delivered, is the training used as initial training or CPD, etc.? 

· any relevant background and contextual issues either regarding the employer or the training programme

· why the training programme is important to the employer or wider sector/sub-sector

· aims and objectives of the trial

Provide details of how the work will:

· evaluate what can be learned about assessment and associated quality assurance of in-company training programmes and how it might meet the regulatory requirements of the QCF

· describe models of partnership between employers and awarding bodies and how these can facilitate a responsive framework 

· describe what benefits are identified in embedding in-company training programmes in the new framework?

· evaluate how might employers utilise the working specification in the development of new in-company training programmes? 



	Indicate support of appropriate sector body:
	Provide details of the support of the relevant sector body or SSC

	Units and qualifications included in trial:
	Provide details of:

· the number and likely level of the units included in the training programme

· the number, likely level and provisional title of the qualification(s) that will be developed from the training programme 

· the approximate date on which units will be submitted to the unit databank

· a list of unit titles to be included in the trial (where possible)

· the approximate date on which qualification(s) will be submitted for accreditation



	Requirements for publicly funded provision:
	Provide details of how one or more of the additional requirements will be met in relation to:

· provision using the proposed design principles for full Level 2 qualifications to support the Level 2 entitlement.

· provision that can test out whether the design principles approach can be used to develop the Level 3 entitlement (including progression to higher education)

· apprenticeships within a unit and credit based framework

· Level 4 provision that can support the achievement of higher-level skills

· in-company training in the context of Train to Gain, where the provision is articulated and aligned as a full Level 2 or Level 3



	Project stages:
	Submissions must indicate agreement to complete each of the four project stages and identify the approach to each stage (tick box).

	
	Stage 1 – Unit and qualification development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· design and develop new units and/or qualifications, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· apply the specification to certificated learning currently outside of the National Qualifications Framework
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 2 – Quality assurance and assessment approaches
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test a range of assessment approaches to credit-based units and/or qualifications,  OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· trial processes and systems needed to support the development of high-quality units and qualifications and the consistent application of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· develop quality assurance benchmarks and criteria that support mutual confidence in the assessment of units and/or qualifications and the award of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test the use of grading as part of a credit-based system, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 3 – Trials with learners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 4 – Credit accumulation and transfer 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Project deliverables and milestones:
	Submissions must indicate their agreement (tick box) to the milestones, deliverables and timelines for each end of stage report.

Milestone

Deliverable

Timeline / date

Indicate agreement

1

Stage 1 evaluative report: Unit and qualification development

May 31 2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2

Stage 2 evaluative report: Quality assurance and assessment approaches

June 29  2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3

Stage 3 evaluative report: Trials with learners

April 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4

Stage 4 evaluative report: Credit accumulation and transfer

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5

Final evaluative report

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 




NB: Lead organisations should now proceed to section 8 and complete sections 8, 9 and 10.

6. Theme 3 – Achievements leading to professional recognition

6.1 Submissions focusing upon Theme 3 must provide details for all of the following questions.

	Theme 3 – Achievements leading to professional recognition

	Project overview:
	Provide details of:

· the profession or professional area in which the work will be undertaken 

· any relevant background and contextual issues

· why the achievements are important to the professional area

· aims and objectives of the trial

Provide details of how the work will explore issues relating to:

· any requirements on professional bodies resulting from their charter that impacts upon their ability/capacity to operate within the working specification

· how assessment criteria and assessment instruments might be designed for units and qualifications that provide entry or CPD within a profession

· how credit transfer might operate between professional and other awarding bodies where entry to, or CPD within the profession, is regulated

· the potential benefits for professional bodies of including their qualifications within the QCF


	Indicate support of appropriate sector body:
	Provide details of the support of the relevant sector body or SSC

	Units and qualifications included in trial:
	Provide details of:

· the number and likely level of the units included in the trial

· the number, likely level and provisional title of the qualifications included in the trial

· the approximate date on which units will be submitted to the unit databank

· a list of unit titles to be included in the trial (where possible)

· the approximate date on which qualifications will be submitted for accreditation



	Requirements for publicly funded provision:
	Provide details of how one or more of the additional requirements will be met in relation to:

· provision that can test out whether the design principles approach can be used to develop the Level 3 entitlement (including progression to higher education)

· Level 4 provision that can support the achievement of higher-level skills



	Project stages:
	Submissions must indicate agreement to complete each of the four project stages and identify the approach to each stage (tick box).

	
	Stage 1 – Unit and qualification development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· design and develop new units and/or qualifications, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· apply the specification to certificated learning currently outside of the National Qualifications Framework
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 2 – Quality assurance and assessment approaches
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test a range of assessment approaches to credit-based units and/or qualifications,  OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· trial processes and systems needed to support the development of high-quality units and qualifications and the consistent application of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· develop quality assurance benchmarks and criteria that support mutual confidence in the assessment of units and/or qualifications and the award of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test the use of grading as part of a credit-based system, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 3 – Trials with learners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 4 – Credit accumulation and transfer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Project deliverables and milestones:
	Submissions must indicate their agreement (tick box) to the milestones, deliverables and timelines for each end of stage report.

Milestone

Deliverable

Timeline / Date

Indicate agreement

1

Stage 1 evaluative report: Unit and qualification development

May 31 2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2

Stage 2 evaluative report: Quality assurance and assessment approaches

June 29  2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3

Stage 3 evaluative report: Trials with learners

April 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4

Stage 4 evaluative report: Credit accumulation and transfer

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5

Final evaluative report

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 




NB: Lead organisations should now proceed to section 8 and complete sections 8, 9 and 10.

7. Theme 4 – Achievements in the voluntary and community sector

	Theme 4 – Achievements in the voluntary and community sector

	Project overview:
	Provide details of:

· the area in which the work will be undertaken 

· any relevant background and contextual issues

· why the achievements are important to the voluntary and community sector

· aims and objectives of the trial

Provide details of how the work will explore issues relating to:

· the use of assessment models that may not fit neatly within statutory regulations for external  qualifications

· the quality assurance measures used to support assessments

· the relationship between VCS provision and government targets and priorities 


	Indicate support of appropriate sector body:
	Provide details of the support of the relevant sector body or SSC

	Units and qualifications included in trial:
	Provide details of:

· the number and likely level of the units included in the trial

· the number, likely level and provisional title of the qualifications included in the trial

· the approximate date on which units will be submitted to the unit databank

· a list of unit titles to be included in the trial (where possible)

· the approximate date on which qualifications will be submitted for accreditation



	Requirements for publicly funded provision:
	Provide details of how one or more of the additional requirements will be met regarding:

· provision using the proposed design principles for full Level 2 qualifications to support the Level 2 entitlement.

· provision that can test out whether the design principles approach can be used to develop the Level 3 entitlement (including progression to higher education)

· provision that can contribute to achievements in the Foundation Learning Tier (entry level and level 1)
· provision delivered by the voluntary and community sector 

· provision that would support offender learning and skills



	Project stages:
	Submissions must indicate agreement to complete each of the four project stages and identify the approach to each stage (tick box).

	
	Stage 1 – Unit and qualification development
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· design and develop new units and/or qualifications, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· apply the specification to certificated learning currently outside of the National Qualifications Framework
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above   
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 2 – Quality assurance and assessment approaches
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test a range of assessment approaches to credit-based units and/or qualifications,  OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· trial processes and systems needed to support the development of high-quality units and qualifications and the consistent application of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· develop quality assurance benchmarks and criteria that support mutual confidence in the assessment of units and/or qualifications and the award of credit, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· test the use of grading as part of a credit-based system, OR
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	· a combination of the above
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 3 – Trials with learners
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	Stage 4 – Credit accumulation and transfer
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	Project deliverables and milestones:
	Submissions must indicate their agreement (tick box) to the milestones, deliverables and timelines for each end of stage report.

Milestone

Deliverable

Timeline / Date

Indicate agreement

1

Stage 1 evaluative report: Unit and qualification development

May 31 2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

2

Stage 2 evaluative report: Quality assurance and assessment approaches

June 29  2007

 FORMCHECKBOX 

3

Stage 3 evaluative report: Trials with learners

April 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

4

Stage 4 evaluative report: Credit accumulation and transfer

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 

5

Final evaluative report

May 30 2008

 FORMCHECKBOX 




NB: Lead organisations should now proceed to section 8 and complete sections 8, 9 and 10.

8. Project funding

8.1 Submissions must indicate the amount of funding required to deliver the five evaluative reports.

	Deliverable
	Due date
	Breakdown of funding required against activities
	Financial year

	Stage 1 evaluative report
	31-5-07
	
	2006-07 & 2007-08

	Stage 2 evaluative report
	29-6-07
	
	2006-07 & 2007-08

	Stage 3 evaluative report
	30-4-08
	
	2007-08 & 2008-09

	Stage 4 evaluative report
	30-5-08
	
	2007-08 & 2008-09

	Final report
	30-5-08
	
	2008-09


9. Quality plan

9.1 Submissions should indicate the quality criteria used to ensure that each deliverable is of sufficient quality.

	Deliverable name
	Completion date
	Reviewer  
	Evaluation criteria
	Sign off date

	Stage 1 report


	31-5-07
	
	
	

	Stage 2 report


	29-6-07
	
	
	

	Stage 3 report


	30-4-08
	
	
	

	Stage 4 report


	30-5-08
	
	
	

	Final report


	30-5-08
	
	
	


10. Approach to evaluation of technical criteria

10.1 
It is essential that submissions describe how they will investigate and evaluate the technical criteria upon which the over-arching evaluation of QCF trials will be based. The table overleaf details the individual criteria and leaves space for lead organisations to describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to obtain data and evaluate against the criteria during the project. This is in many ways the most important section of the pro forma and will be used by the regulators as the basis for making judgements regarding which submissions will be taken forward.

10.2 
While it is acknowledged that it may not be possible to evaluate all of the criteria within the scope of the project, it will be important for submissions to identify as many opportunities as possible to evaluate against the criteria. 

Approach to evaluation of technical criteria 

	Priority
	
	Units
	Qualifi- cations
	Credit system
	

	1
	Testing the usability and usefulness of the specification for the framework structure including the credit system that underpins it

	
	Criteria:
	
	
	
	Approach to be used in project to evaluate criteria 

	1.1
	The adequacy of the unit requirements for the design and development of units
	(
	
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.2
	The effectiveness of the unit requirements:

· for communicating what learners are expected to know, understand or do 

· as the basis for making awards 

· in permitting flexibility in the conduct of assessment
	(
	
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.3
	The adequacy of the unit requirements to ensure:

· consistency in the determination of credit values across all units within the framework

· consistency in the determination of level across all units within the framework

· the mutual recognition of units
	(
	
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.4
	The process of developing coherent qualifications from individual units
	
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.5
	The effectiveness of the rules of combination:

· in specifying for users the number of credits, the level of units, pathways, time restrictions and exemptions in relation to a particular qualification

· in providing a structure within which the process of credit accumulation and transfer can be planned, managed and given purpose
	
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.6
	The use of proposed qualification titling to inform users:

· about the level and size of achievements particularly in relation to award, certificate and diploma

· that a given qualification has a use or value to the holder in relation to employment, progression to further learning, or to personal and career development
	
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.7
	The appropriateness of the credit values proposed for awards, certificates and diplomas
	
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.8
	The applicability of the level descriptors for the purposes of personal development and, across a range of vocational, occupational, academic and professional contexts
	(
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.9
	The suitability of the level descriptors in the development of units from entry level through to level 8
	(
	
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.10
	The methods of determining the level of a qualification from the level of its constituent units/credits
	
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.11
	The award of credits and qualifications
	
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.12
	The accumulation of credits to permit learners to achieve qualifications over time
	
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.13
	Mutual recognition of credits awarded by other awarding bodies
	
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.14
	Credit transfer:

· between qualifications and awarding bodies

· between units shared by more than one awarding body, irrespective of the method through which the learner has been assessed

· of ‘other’ units within the rules of combination for a given qualification
	
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.15
	How an awarding body responsible for the award of an individual qualification will ensure that all the requirements of the rules of combination have been met by all learners who achieve the qualification
	
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.16
	That credit is awarded with integrity in all instances, even where different methods have been used to meet the same assessment criteria
	
	
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.17
	Assessment of a unit(s) is valid, reliable, consistent and capable of reproduction
	(
	
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.18
	Assessment arrangements can ensure that all awarding bodies have mutual confidence in credit awarded by all other awarding bodies operating within the framework
	
	
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.19
	The extent to which flexibility of assessment is introduced to the framework
	(
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	1.20
	How grading arrangements might be developed and applied
	(
	(
	
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	2
	Testing the usability and usefulness of the mechanisms to support the framework in relation to awarding, recording achievement and managing data including unit and qualification information

	
	Criteria
	
	
	
	Approach to be used in project to evaluate criteria

	2.1
	The use of a single electronic learner achievement record to support:

· credit accumulation and transfer

· registering learners using a prototype unique learner number (ULN)
	
	
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	2.2
	The use of a unit databank to support:

· development of qualifications

· credit accumulation and transfer

· information for users


	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	3
	The extent to which the framework delivers the anticipated benefits

	
	Criteria
	
	
	
	Approach to be used in project to evaluate criteria

	3.1
	Evaluate the flexibility of the framework to support the needs of learners and employers
	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	3.2
	Evaluate the simplicity of the framework to ensure it is easy to understand and use
	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	3.3
	Evaluate the ability of the framework to be inclusive and accommodate a wide enough range of achievements from both within and outside existing National Qualifications Framework (NQF)
	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	3.4
	Evaluate whether the arrangements for the system reduce bureaucracy and cost for all users
	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	3.5
	Evaluate the extent to which the framework facilitates progression, retention and achievement
	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project

	3.6
	Evaluate the extent to which the framework supports key strategic priorities and targets for learning and skills
	(
	(
	(
	Submissions should describe the process, approach or methodology that will be used to find information and evaluate against the criteria during the project


� See Working specification for tests and trials, http://www.qca.org.uk/downloads/qca-06-2647workingspec.pdf.


� Ibid.
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