
Unit 1: The Study of Prose [25%]

External examination 1 hour, available Summer

Unit 2: The Study of Drama and Poetry [50%]

External examination 2 hours, available Summer

Section A: Drama, including Shakespeare
Section B: Poetry based on an anthology of 12 poems
Section C: Unseen Poetry

Unit 3: The Study of Linked Texts [25%]

Controlled Assessment, available Summer

Linked study of Shakespeare and a heritage prose text     
(if Shakespeare is not studied for the exam see alternative option).

2 part response to task: part a) Shakespeare [10%], 
part b) prose text and then comparison [15%]

GCSE English Literature

Unit 1: Personal Writing & Reading Multi-Modal Texts [20%]

External examination 1 hour 30 mins, available January & Summer

Unit 2: Functional Writing and Reading Non-Fiction [20%]

External examination 1 hour 30 mins, available January & Summer

Unit 3: Speaking and Listening [20%]

Controlled Assessment, available January & Summer

Unit 4: Studying Spoken and Written Language
and Writing Creatively [40%]

Controlled Assessment, available Jan & Summer

Task 1: The Study of Spoken Language. [10%]
Task 2: The Study of Written Language. [15%]

Task 3: Writing Creatively. [15%]

GCSE English Language

Units 1, 2 and 3 are common to GCSE English Language and GCSE English. 
Unit 1: Personal Writing & Reading Multi-Modal Texts [20%]

External examination 1 hour 30 mins, available January & Summer

Unit 2: Functional Writing and Reading Non-Fiction [20%]

External examination 1 hour 30 mins, available January & Summer

Unit 3: Speaking and Listening [20%]

Controlled Assessment, available January & Summer

Unit 4: Studying Literature and Writing Creatively [40%]

Controlled Assessment, available Jan & Summer

GCSE English

Units 1, 2 and 3 are common to GCSE English Language and GCSE English. 

Tasks 1-3:  The Study of Literature[20%]
  Prose, poetry and drama, including:
  a play by Shakespeare; a text from the English, Welsh
  or Irish literary heritage; and, a text from a di�erent 
  culture or tradition

Tasks 4-5:  Writing Creatively [20%]

YesGCSE English Language GCSE English Literature

GCSE English Language

GCSE English LiteratureGCSE English

GCSE English No

No

Subject Combinations
If students in the UK are entering 2 GCSE subjects in the English subject area…

If students in Northern Ireland are entering 1 GCSE subject 
in the English subject area…

If students in England or Wales are entering 1 GCSE subject
in the English subject area…

GCSE English Language

Yes

GCSE English

Yes

GCSE English Language

Yes in Wales,
No in England

GCSE English

Yes in England,
No in Wales

For further information go to the Spec changes section of our website www.ccea.org.uk, 
or to our microsites www.ccea.org.uk/english & www.ccea.org.uk/english_literature


