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Section A 
Option 1: Germany 1918–1941 

 
1 (a) Give two features of the Weimar constitution of 1919. 

 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit. 
 
Any two features: 
 
• The Weimar constitution of 1919 created a democracy in Germany. It had a 

central government and 17 state governments.  The Chancellor led the 
federal government.  The parliament consisted of the Reichstag and the 
Reichsrat. 

• Elections were held every 4 years using a new system of voting called 
Proportional Representation. 

• The President represented the executive and was elected every 7 years.  The 
president had ceremonial powers but using Article 48 the President could 
suspend the Reichstag in an emergency and rule by decree. 

• A Bill of Rights guaranteed individual rights such as freedom of speech, the 
right to vote and belong to a trade union. 

 
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did the Weimar governments deal with the effects of the Depression 

between 1929 and 1933? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 (4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• Unemployment in Germany increased to 6 million by 1932.  The social 

benefits introduced by the Weimar governments in the 1920s put a strain on 
the budget.  The Grand Coalition, including the Socialist Party, unable to 
reach agreement, collapsed in 1930. 

• Under Bruning, chancellor 1930-32, the Weimar government tried to cut 
government spending.  This led to unpopular measures such as reducing 
unemployment benefit and sacking civil servants.  These cuts were 
unpopular and Bruning was nicknamed the ‘Hunger Chancellor’. 

• From 1930 to 1932 the Weimar governments increasingly ignored the 
Reichstag and ruled by decree.  Hindenburg used Article 48 to enable the 
chancellor to push through laws without the approval of the Reichstag. 

• In 1931 the economic situation worsened with the collapse of the banking 
system.  This affected the middle class and revived fears of a repeat of the 
crisis of 1923. 

 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
  (c) How did the Nazis increase their support in Germany between 1929 and 1933?  

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
• The Nazis won only 12 seats in the 1928 election.  Hitler saw the economic 

problems caused by the Depression as an opportunity to win support for the 
Nazis.  The Nazi slogan ‘Bread and Work’ promised hope and a solution to 
Germany’s problems.  
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  • Goebbels, the new head of propaganda, led an effective campaign.  The 
Nazis appealed to focus groups with grievances, for example, farmers and 
the lower middle class.  The Nazis identified scapegoats for its problems: 
the Treaty of Versailles and the Jews. 

• Hitler’s qualities as a leader helped increase popular support for the Nazis. 
His oratorical skills at impressive Nazi rallies offered hope and gained 
support.  The Presidential election of 1932 gave Hitler national publicity. 

• By 1932 the Nazis became the largest political party in the Reichstag 
winning 230 seats in the election of July 1932.  Hindenburg refused to 
appoint Hitler as chancellor.  The new chancellor General von Schleicher 
had little experience or support.  Political intrigue involving Von Papen 
persuaded Hindenburg to appoint Hitler as chancellor in January 1933. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain how the Weimar governments dealt with problems and threats to its 

position between 1919 and 1923.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and 
use other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Threats from the right and left,1919-1923 
• The economic crisis, 1923 
 

 

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and other knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• The Weimar government could not rely on the support of the German army 

against right-wing attempts to overthrow it.  The army refused to help 
Weimar crush the Kapp revolt in 1920.  The Weimar government had to rely 
on the trade unions which called a general strike in Berlin.  

 
The Weimar had to rely on the Freikorps to crush the left-wing communist 
Spartacist Rebellion in 1919.  The army and the Freikorps put down the Red 
Rising in the Ruhr in 1920. 

 
There were 2,376 political assassinations between 1919 and 1922, over 90% 
by right-wing groups.  Over 90% went unpunished as the police force and 
the judicial system were unsympathetic to Weimar. 

 

 

  The Weimar government used the Bavarian army and police to crush the 
Nazi Munich Putsch in November 1923.  The leaders, Hitler and 
Ludendorff, were arrested. 

 
• The Weimar government called for ‘Passive Resistance’ against the French 

and Belgian invasion of the Ruhr in 1923.  It printed money to pay the 
workers and thus allowed inflation to get out of control. 

 

 

  The Hyperinflation Crisis made the mark worthless and had the economy in 
melt down by August 1923.  There was hunger disruption of the lives of 
workers who were paid up to two times daily.  The middle class saw their 
bank savings become worthless.  

 
Stresemann, the chancellor, ended Passive Resistance and Germany resumed 
payment of the reparations.  A new currency, the Rentenmark, was 
introduced in December and a new National Bank set up to restore financial 
stability. 

 
Any other valid point [12] 

 



 160

 

2 (a) Give two actions taken by the Nazis against the Jews in Germany from 1935 
and 1939  
 
Target AO1:  Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit  

 
  Any two actions: 

 
• In 1933, Jews were banned from government jobs and work in the media. 

By 1938 junior doctors and dentists were forbidden from treating Aryan 
patients.   

• Jews lost property rights and could not own farms.   

 

  • By 1938 all Jewish businesses were taken over. 
• In 1935 the Nuremburg Laws meant that Jews were no longer regarded as 

German citizens.  They were deprived of their political, legal and civil 
rights. 

 

  • By 1938 Jews had to carry identity cards and had their passports stamped.   
• In 1939 Jews had to use new names, Sarah and Israel, to denote their 

segregation. 
• In November 1938 400 synagogues and 7,500 shops were destroyed in 

Kristallnacht, an SS-organised attack on Jewish property.   
• 91 Jews were killed and 30,000 sent to the concentration camps.   
• Jews had to pay a fine of 1 billion marks. 
 
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did Hitler and the Nazis consolidate their control over  

Germany by August 1934?      
 
Target AO2:  Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail  
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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Indicative Content 
 

• The Enabling Act in March 1933 gave little power to pass laws without 
reference to the Reichstag.  This act ended Weimar democracy. 

• In July 1933 all political parties were banned and trade unions closed down. 
Hitler used the SA to intimidate opposition politicians. 

  • In June 1934 Hitler acted against the SA whose leaders wanted radical social 
reform in the Night of the Long Knives.  Over 400 leading Nazis were killed 
including Rohm and Strasser.  All army officers took a personal oath of 
loyalty to Hitler. 

• In August 1934 after the death of Hindenburg Hitler combined the powers of 
chancellor and president as Fuhrer or leader of Germany. 

 
Any other valid point [5] 

 
  (c) How did Hitler and the Nazis change the German economy and the lives of 

German workers between 1933 and 1939? 
 
Target AO 2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
  

  Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
  

 



 162

 

  Indicative Content 
 

• Unemployment in Germany fell from 6 million in 1933 to 300,000 in 1939. 
Jews and women were removed from the unemployment register. 

• The National Labour Service (RAD) set up public work schemes, e.g. 
digging ditches, building schools and motorways.  They had to wear military 
uniforms and live in camps.  

  • Compulsory military service in March 1935 increased the army from 
100,000 in 1933 to 1.4 million in 1939.  Increased state spending on 
rearmament created jobs for thousands in weapon making.  

  • Trade unions were abolished and replaced by the German Labour Front 
(DAF) led by Robert Ley. Workers’ rights were limited, e.g. in moving jobs, 
strikes were forbidden and hours of work increased.  

  • The Strength Through Joy (KDF) programme organised the leisure activities 
of workers.  Many got cheap holidays and organised sports and cultural 
events were provided. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain how the Nazis increased their control over the lives of young people 

and women in Germany by 1939.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and 
use other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Youth organisations 
• Discrimination against women  
 
Target AO2: Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied.  

 
  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 

 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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Indicative Content 
 
• The Nazis believed that women’s main role was in the home as wife and 

mother – the 3 Ks (Children, Church and Cooking).  Professional women, 
e.g. civil servants and lawyers, were forced to give up their jobs. 

  • Women were encouraged to have more children.  A marriage loan was 
introduced.  Over 700,000 married couples received this loan by 1937.  The 
Motherhood Cross was given as an incentive to have more children.  In fact 
the birth rate remained fairly constant throughout the 1930s. 

 

  • Lebensborn were set up to allow unmarried Aryan women to have children 
by SS officers. 

 

  • Hitler wanted to educate young people in Nazi beliefs.  He believed that this 
was vital to achieve his aim to establish a thousand year Reich.  Boys would 
be trained as soldiers and girls as wives and mothers. 

 

  • Young people were expected to belong to youth groups – the Hitler Youth 
and the League of German Maidens.  There was an emphasis on physical 
fitness.  Boys were trained in military skills and girls to fulfil the roles of 
wives and mothers.  The youth groups took up most of young people’s free 
time.  

 

  • The Nazis increased control of education.  Teachers were expected to be 
keen Nazi supporters and pass this on to their students.  Teachers who 
criticized the Nazi policies were sacked. 

• The curriculum reflected the increased Nazi control over young people.  
There was an emphasis on German History, eugenics, PE and Home 
Economics for girls.  Adolf Hitler schools were set up in 1937 to educate the 
top students. 

 
Any other valid point [12] 
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3 (a) Give two aims of Nazi foreign policy. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two aims: 
 
• Hitler wanted to reverse the Treaty of Versailles. 
• Hitler wanted to restore Germany’s military strength and remove limits to 

rearmament. 

 

  • Hitler wanted to unite all Germans into one Reich.  Hitler wanted a Gross 
Deutschland, a union of all German-speaking people.   

  • Hitler aimed to achieve living space or lebensraum.   
 
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did the Nazis gain control of Austria in 1938?  

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 

 

 
  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 

 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
• Hitler was born in Austria.  A key aim was to unite Germany and Austria 

which was forbidden by the Treaty of Versailles.  An attempt to achieve 
Anschluss in 1934 failed. 

 

  • The Austrian Nazi Party had been stirring up trouble with marches and 
parades.  Hitler called a meeting with the Austrian chancellor, Schuschnigg, 
to give Austrian Nazis an increased role in government.  Schushnigg was 
concerned at the Nazi influence and called a plebiscite or national vote on 
the issue. 

• Hitler feared that the Austrian people might vote for independence.  He was 
angry and demanded that the plebiscite be cancelled.  The German army 
moved to the border to intimidate Schuschnigg. 
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  • Britain, France and Italy refused to protect Austria’s independence.  
Schuschnigg resigned and was replaced by an Austrian Nazi, Seyss Inquart.  
He requested German assistance and on 12th March 1938 Nazi troops 
entered Austria.  

 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
  (c) How did Germany’s relations with the USSR change between 1939 and 1941? 

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 

 

    
  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 

 
 Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 

• Hitler hated communism and signed the anti Comintern Pact in 1937.  
However, the West also distrusted Stalin and excluded him from the Munich 
Conference. 

• In 1939 Stalin believed that the USSR’s security could be best maintained 
by working with Germany.  

 

  • The Nazi Soviet Pact of August 1939 provided for peace for 10 years and a 
secret clause divided up Poland.  Germany avoided war on two fronts and 
the USSR gained security and East Poland. 

 

  • From August 1939 to June 1941 Germany and the USSR were at peace.  
Hitler had always intended to invade the USSR to gain lebensraum and its 
natural resources. 

 

  • By 1941 Germany was confident after its victories in West Europe that it 
could defeat the USSR whose army had struggled to defeat Finland.  

  • In June 1941 Hitler launched Operation Barbarossa a three-pronged attack 
on the USSR.  The invasion had to be delayed to help Italy defeat Greece 
and in the war in North Africa.   

 
Any other valid point [6] 
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 (d) Explain how Hitler and the Nazis took control of the Sudetenland and the rest 
of Czechoslovakia, 1938-39.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use 
other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Events in the Sudetenland 
• Munich agreement 
 
Target AO2: Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 

 

    
  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 

 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balances and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
The Sudetenland 
 

• The Sudeten Nazi Party led by Henlein stirred up trouble claiming ill-
treatment by the Czechs.  Hitler ordered the German army to prepare for 
invasion on the pretext of restoring order.  However, the Czech army 
mobilized and asked France to help.  This forced Hitler to call off his 
invasion. 

 

  • Britain followed a policy of appeasement and wanted to avoid war. 
Chamberlain, the British prime minister, met Hitler three times to persuade 
him to compromise.  At the Munich Conference in September 1938, Hitler 
promised Britain and France that the Sudetenland would be his final 
demand.  Czechoslovakia and the USSR were not consulted and had to 
accept the decision. Hitler gained the Sudetenland. 
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  Czechoslovakia 
 
• In March 1939 the German army invaded Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia. 

This was the first example of lebensraum, Germany invading non German 
areas. 

• Britain and France protested but were unable to prevent the German 
takeover.  The promises made at Munich of ‘peace in our time’ were in 
ruins.  Hitler could no longer be trusted and appeasement had failed.  Britain 
and France drew up a guarantee of security for Poland.  It was also very 
likely that Poland would be the next target for Hitler. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[12] 
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Option 2:  Russia c1916–1941 
 
4 (a) Give two reasons why the Tsarina Alexandra was unpopular in Russia by 

1916. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two reasons: 
 
• She was unpopular because she was German, Russia’s enemy in World War 

One.  She was accused by some of being a German spy. 

 

  • Alexandra had a strong belief in autocracy and refused to cooperate with the 
Duma.  She created much political instability by appointing and dismissing 
36 ministers in 2 years.  

• The growing influence of Rasputin increased Alexandra’s unpopularity. 
Rasputin’s scandalous lifestyle tarnished the reputation of the Romanovs.  

• It also led to jealousy from the aristocracy, key supporters of the tsar and the 
system of autocracy. 

 
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) In what ways were the lives of peasants and workers affected by World War  

One? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
consistent accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2] –[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with consistent accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• Over 15 million men, mainly peasants, were conscripted into the Russian 

army.  Morale decreased as most of the 9 million casualties were peasants.  
• There was a shortage of farm workers and most horses were requisitioned 

for the war effort. 40% of peasant families had no male to work on the land.  
The old and women were left to do farm work.  Production decreased and 
peasants hoarded grain in order to force up prices. 

 

  • Workers in the munitions factories worked long hours and experienced strict 
discipline and poor living conditions. 

• Inflation at 400% exceeded wages and led to a decline in the standard of 
living.  Workers and their families in Petrograd experienced bread queues 
and shortages of fuel.  Factories closed due to shortage of raw materials thus 
increasing unemployment.  Many workers in Petrograd were cold and 
hungry. 

 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
  (c) How did its policies on war and land lose support for the Provisional 

Government in 1917? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2] 
Answers will address the question in a general way. Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([3]–[4] 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 

 

 
  Indicative Content 

 
• The Provisional Government delayed granting peasants their land.  It feared 

a breakdown in law and order in the countryside and desertion from the 
army.  By the autumn of 1917, peasants and returning soldiers seized land 
from the landlords as law and order in the countryside broke down. 

 

  • Many members of the Provisional Government were property owners.  They 
believed that issues of compensation and legality of land transfer should be 
left for the Constituent Assembly. 
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  • The Provisional Government wanted Russia to remain in World War One on 
the side of the Allies.  This was unpopular.  There was no improvement in 
quality of leadership, supply of weapons or morale. 

• The June Offensive in 1917 failed.  There were high casualties, mass 
desertion and a breakdown of discipline.  There was a failed insurrection in 
Petrograd called the July Days. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain how the actions of the Bolsheviks enabled them to gain power in 

Russia in October 1917.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use other 
relevant knowledge. 
 
• Policies and actions of Lenin in 1917 
• Actions of Trotsky in planning the October Revolution 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key concepts 
and key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 

 

    
  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 

Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• On Lenin’s return to Russia in 1917 he published The April Theses.  Its key 

slogans ‘Peace, Bread and Land’ aimed to win the support of soldiers, 
workers and peasants. 

• The Mensheviks and SRs were compromised by their support for the war 
and cooperation with the Provisional Government.  The Bolsheviks were the 
only revolutionary group to consistently oppose the Provisional 
Government.  In September 1917 the Bolsheviks controlled the Petrograd 
Soviet.  The Soviet was the vehicle used by the Bolsheviks to seize power. 
Lenin’s slogan had been ‘All Power to the Soviets’.  

 

  • In September and October Lenin, in exile in Finland, called for the 
overthrow of the Provisional Government.  Lenin used all his powers of 
argument to persuade a reluctant Bolshevik leadership to support an 
immediate overthrow of the Provisional Government before elections to the 
Constitutional Assembly in November and meeting of the All Russian 
Council of Soviets in late October.  Lenin knew that the Bolsheviks would 
not have overall control of either and needed to act immediately.  Lenin even 
threatened to resign but his ideas were accepted. 

 

  • Trotsky led the Military Revolutionary Committee which organised and 
planned the take-over of key buildings and places of strategic importance in 
Petrograd.  The Provisional Government put up little resistance.  Lynch said 
the Bolsheviks were ‘knocking at an open door’. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 

[12] 
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5 (a) Give two reasons why Lenin closed the Constituent Assembly in January 1918. 
 

Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
  

  Any two reasons: 
 
• The Bolsheviks gained only 175 seats in the elections for the Constituent 

Assembly held in November 1917.  The Social Revolutionary Party (SRs) 
won 370 seats and would dominate the Constituent Assembly. 

• Lenin and the Bolsheviks had already set up the Sovnarkom which he 
argued represented the will of the people.  For Lenin this was the legitimate 
government and the election results were of little relevance.    

  • Lenin used the Red Guard to close down the Constituent Assembly in 
January 1918.  This showed his ruthless determination to crush all 
opposition to Bolshevik rule.   

   
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) What were the main terms and effects of the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, March, 

1918? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• The Bolsheviks had negotiated a peace settlement with Germany to take 

Russia out of World War One.   
• Russia lost 45 million people and 1/4 of its farmland. It lost Finland, the 

Baltic States, Poland and the Ukraine.   
• Russia also had to pay 3 billion roubles in compensation to Germany. 
• Lenin’s hold over the Bolsheviks was strengthened as he was able to expel 

the Left SRs from the government.  The treaty of Brest-Litovsk also led to 
armed resistance to the Bolsheviks from a range of Lenin’s political 
opponents which erupted in the Russian Civil War in the summer of 1918. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[5] 
    
  (c) How were the lives of peasants and workers affected by the New Economic 

Policy, 1921-24? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content  
 
• The New Economic Policy (NEP) reduced state control of agriculture.  War 

Communism and the forced seizure of food ended.  Peasants had to give part 
of their crops to the state but they could sell their surplus grain for profit on 
the open market.  Famine ended and agricultural production began to 
recover.  The grain harvest increased from 37 million tons in 1921 to 51 
million tons in 1924.  

 

  • The NEP led to the emergence of a richer, more industrious class of peasant 
called the kulaks.  These became quite rich and bought extra land and 
animals.  However, most peasants remained poor and continued to use 
backward methods of farming. 

 

  • Peasants were unhappy that the price of grain fell behind that of industrial 
goods, e.g. tractors and ploughs.  Peasants were unable to afford the inflated 
price of manufactured goods.  This ‘scissors crisis’ lasted until 1923 when 
increased industrial production led to a fall in prices. 
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• Industrial production increased, for example, coal production doubled.  
Large businesses and the banks, ‘the commanding heights’, remained under 
state control. 

  • Small businesses employing less than 10 workers remained in private 
ownership.  Nepmen or small traders controlled private trade.  Markets 
supplying consumer goods, for example shoes and clothes, were controlled 
by Nepmen.  Many made large profits.  The standard of living of most 
workers and peasants had improved by 1924.  

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 

[6] 
    
 (d) Why did the Red Army win the Russian Civil War?  In your answer refer to the 

bullet points and use other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Strengths and actions of the Red Army 
• Weaknesses and mistakes of the White Army 

 

    
  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key concepts 

and key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 

Strengths and Actions of the Red Army 
• The Red Army occupied the central area which contained the most 

industrially-developed areas.  The Red Army had access to weapons and war 
supplies unavailable to the Whites.  Russia’s railway system was centred on 
Moscow so that the Bolsheviks could quickly deploy troops to deal with 
attacks from the Whites. 

 

  • Trotsky was a ruthless and effective military leader.  He turned the 
inexperienced Red Army into a disciplined, well-led and effective fighting 
force.  He forced 22,000 Tsarist officers to provide leadership and used the 
Cheka to shoot all deserters.  He visited the troops at the front in a special 
train and made rousing speeches.  

• Strict conscription increased the size of the Red Army to 5 million.  The 
families of 22,000 former Tsarist officers were held hostage to ensure they 
provided leadership for the Red Army.  Anyone attempting to desert was 
shot by the Cheka. 

 

  • Lenin organised War Communism to ensure that industry and agriculture in 
the Bolshevik controlled areas was geared to supply the Red Army.  The 
Cheka seized grain from the peasants.  In factories the workers had to work 
long hours to ensure that weapons and equipment were sent to the Red 
Army. 

 

  • The Cheka led by Dzerzhinsky organised the Red Terror.  Anyone critical of 
the Bolsheviks was considered a counter revolutionary.  Over 20,000 
opponents were shot by Cheka squads including Tsar Nicholas II and his 
family in July 1918.  Lenin called for “mass-like terror against counter 
revolutionaries”. 

 

 

  Weaknesses and Mistakes of the White Army 
• The White Army consisted of an uncoordinated collection of groups with 

very different aims united only by dislike of the Bolsheviks.  Right-wing 
groups wanted a return of the Tsar; the SRs wanted the Constituent 
Assembly; foreign armies wanted Russia to enter the war and national 
groups wanted independence.  The White Army lacked a single command 
structure.  

 

  • The White Armies controlled the outlying areas which were sparsely 
populated.  The White Army comprised only 1/3 million.  There were few 
factories making weapons and a poor railway network prevented a 
coordinated attack by different groups.  Thus the Reds were able to pick off 
the White Armies one by one. 

 

  • The White Armies treated the peasants and workers very harshly in the areas 
they controlled.  There were anti-Jewish pogroms and ethnic fighting in the 
Cossack controlled areas.  General Deniken alienated the peasants by 
supporting the return of their land to the landlords. 

• Foreign armies supplied weapons and money to the Whites to help keep 
Russia in World War One.  The White Armies often sold these weapons and 
supplies on the ‘black market’.  Bolshevik propaganda portrayed the Whites 
as disloyal and the Red Army as patriotic fighting against foreign invaders.  

 
Any other valid point 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[12] 
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6 (a) Give two reasons why Stalin signed the Nazi Soviet Pact in 1939. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

   

  

Any two reasons: 
 
• USSR feared a German invasion.  Hitler hated communism and one of his 

main foreign policy aims was lebensraum or expansion to the east.  The Nazi 
Soviet Pact gave the USSR security and more time to make military and 
economic preparations. 

• The pact contained a secret clause to give East Poland to USSR. 
• Stalin was disillusioned with the policy of appeasement followed by Britain 

and France towards Germany.   
 
Any other valid point 

 
 

 

 

 
[2] 

    
 (b) How did Stalin become the ruler of the USSR by 1929?    

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([2]-[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([4]-[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 

• In 1924 Trotsky’s failure to attend Lenin’s funeral damaged his reputation. 
Stalin delivered Lenin’s funeral oration, setting himself up as the man who 
would carry on Lenin’s work. 

• Stalin used his position as General Secretary to control appointments and 
build up a power base within the party.  

 

  • Stalin outmanoeuvred his rivals in the Politburo, exploiting personal 
jealousies, character weaknesses and issues such as ‘communism in one 
country’.  In 1927 the left-wing group of Trotsky, Kamenev and Zinoviev 
were defeated on this issue and expelled from the politburo. 
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• In 1929 Stalin outmanoeuvred the right-wing group led by Bukharin over 
the NEP and removed them from the politburo. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 

[5] 
    
 (c) How did Stalin increase his control over the USSR in the 1930s? 

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
• Stalin was paranoid and believed that any criticism was a conspiracy against 

him.  He used terror to deal with political opposition.  Kirov, the Leningrad 
party leader, was killed in 1934.  This marked the start of The Great Purges 
between 1934 and 1938, when he got rid of most of the middle and upper 
layers of the communist party. 90 out of 139 members of the Central 
Committee of the Communist Party were killed in these purges.  Overall, 1/5 
of all members of the Communist Party were expelled or killed in the 1930s. 

 

  • Stalin embarked on a series of ‘Show Trials’ against his leading rivals in the 
Communist Party, for example Zinoviev and Bukharin.  They made public 
confessions to outrageous crimes and were sentenced to death. 

• In 1938 and 1939 there were purges of the leadership of the army, navy and 
air force and even the People’s Commissariat for Internal Affairs (NKVD) 
itself, with the execution of its leader Yagoda. 

 

  • A climate of fear and suspicion existed in the USSR in the 1930s.  The 
NKVD or secret police played a key role in enforcing Stalin’s policies.  Up 
to 20 million were sent to labour camps or gulags in remote areas such as 
Siberia.  They played a key role in the industrial programme of the Five 
Year Plans.  Over 60% died there due to lack of food and the terrible 
working conditions.  

 
Any other valid point [6] 
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 (d) Explain how the Five year Plans changed the economy by 1939.  In your 
answer refer to the bullet points and use other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Effects of the five year plans on industry 
• Effects of the Five Year Plans on the lives of workers 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key concepts 
and key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
  

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 

 

  Effects of the Five Year Plans on Industry 
• The Five Year Plans created a planned economy, organised centrally by 

Gosplan.  There were three Five Year Plans between 1928 and 1941.  These 
set high targets for all factories and industries in order to drive up 
production. 

 

  • The focus of the first two Five Year Plans was heavy industry.  The second 
Five Year Plan resulted in the development of new industries and towns in 
the remote areas of Russia, east of the Ural Mountains.  New industrial 
cities, for example Magnitogorsk and Gorki, were built mainly in the remote 
resource-rich eastern part of Russia.  The third Five Year Plan focused on 
arms production to meet the threat from Germany.  By 1941, the USSR was 
at war. 

 

  • Coal production increased from 35 to 166 million tons and steel from 4 to 18 
million tons from 1928 to 1940.  By 1941, 38% of the Russian population 
was working class: the USSR had by 1941 become an urban society.  The 
second Five Year Plan led to significant growth in the metal and chemical 
industries.  A new technical elite of skilled workers did well, with over 
250,000 engineering graduates between 1928 and 1940.  
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  Effects of the Five Year Plans on the lives of workers 
• Workers had to work long hours for poor wages.  There was much 

enthusiasm as the Five Year Plans were seen as a way of transforming 
society and creating a proletarian dominated country.  Awards and honours 
were given to encourage increased production.  The model worker was the 
coal miner Alexei Stakhanov who over fulfilled his production quota by 
1400%.  Workers who exceeded targets received better housing and 
holidays. 

 

  • The standard of living of most workers, especially in housing, remained 
poor.  The planned increase in production of consumer goods, e.g. shoes and 
clothes, in the second and third Five Year Plan, was abandoned as resources 
were diverted to the military. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 

[12] 
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Option 3:  United States of America 1918–1941 
 
7 (a)  Give two reasons why many Americans supported Isolationism in the 1920s. 

 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two reasons: 
 
• Isolationism was the traditional foreign policy aim of the Republican Party.   
• Harding won the presidential election in 1920 with a call for ‘a return to 

Normalcy’.  
• USA’s involvement in World War One had led to 120,000 Americans being 

killed.  The USA lent Britain and France $10 billion. 

 

  • Isolationism reduced tensions between different immigrant groups in the 
USA.  The USA was an ethnic melting pot and USA involvement in foreign 
wars could increase tensions between these groups. 

• Most Americans wanted to concentrate on the economic boom in the 1920s. 
Isolationism allowed the Republican governments to impose tariffs on 
foreign imports to protect American industry. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[2] 
    
 (b) In what ways was the law on Prohibition broken in the USA in the 1920s?  

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• There was a lack of public support and respect for Prohibition in a 

democracy.  Some resented the loss of freedom of choice.  President 
Harding was reputed to have drunk alcohol in the White House. 

• Prohibition was difficult to enforce and soon gangs, especially the Mafia, 
controlled the supply and distribution of alcohol.  The Mafia controlled 
bootlegging or the illegal import of alcohol from Canada and the West 
Indies.  

 

  • Illegal liquor called Moonshine was brewed using illegal stills in peoples’ 
homes.  In 1930, over 280,000 illegal stills were seized. 

• The Mafia and other gangs controlled the illegal saloons or speakeasies 
where people could easily obtain alcohol.  There were over 30,000 
speakeasies in New York in 1929.  

• The government employed only 2,300 prohibition agents to enforce the law. 
They were badly paid: one in twelve was sacked for accepting bribes and 
others were killed by gangsters. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[5] 
    
 (c) How did jazz music and the cinema affect lifestyle in the USA in the 1920s? 

 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• Jazz music became very popular among young people.  New daring dances 

like the Charleston were criticized by churches and conservative groups. 

 

  • Jazz music was linked to the speakeasies.  Drinking alcohol and dancing 
became a popular part of the social lives of many young people. 

• The cinema was a new way of spending leisure time.  110 million visited the 
cinema each week to see the silent movies. 

• The emergence of movie stars, e.g. Gloria Swanson and Rudolf Valentino, 
influenced the attitudes and behaviour of young people.  People bought 
magazines to read about the lives of the film stars and imitate their fashion. 

 

  • The cinema was blamed for the decline in morals of young people. 
Conservative groups criticized the use of sex symbols, e.g. Clara Bow, the 
IT girl.  The Hays code tried to regulate the moral content of films. 

• Flappers (fashionable young women) smoked, wore short skirts and held 
liberal attitudes to relationships.  The cinema and jazz music were part of the 
new lifestyle changes in the USA in the 1920s. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 
 

[6] 
    
 (d) Explain why the US economy became very powerful by 1928.  In your answer 

refer to the bullet points and use other relevant knowledge. 
 
• New industries and their impact  
• New methods of production and marketing 
 
Target AO2:  Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key 
concepts and key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 (5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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Indicative Content 
 
• The USA had a wide range of natural resources, for example oil which many 

of the new industries depended.  The USA had emerged strongly out of 
World War One. 

  • Over 70% of Americans had electricity by 1929.  The creation of new 
methods of production depended on electricity.  New consumer goods, for 
example, vacuum cleaners, washing machines and refrigerators, depended 
on electricity. 

 

  • New technological developments and inventions, for example, plastic, rayon 
and consumer goods, were vital to the economic boom of the 1920s.  The 
motor car industry was the leading employer in the 1920s.  One in seven 
factory workers produced cars, especially at Ford’s huge factories in Detroit 
and Toledo. 

• The motor car industry pioneered mass production techniques based on 
electrical power. In Henry Ford’s assembly line work was carefully planned 
and each worker had a specialized task in the process.  The production of a 
car was divided into 45 different parts. 

 

  • The use of the conveyor belt speeded up production.  The giant Ford factory 
in Detroit made one car every 10 seconds.  As a result, Ford reduced the cost 
of a car to $295 and still became very rich.  Workers in Ford’s factories were 
well paid at $5 per day but the work was monotonous.  

• The car industry led to ancillary industries and was a major cause of the 
growth of the glass, rubber, steel and oil industries.  The development of the 
road network provided employment in construction.   

 

  • New mass marketing techniques were begun in the 1920s to market these 
mass produced goods.  Advertising became important.  The cinema, radio 
and billboards were used.  Catchy tunes were used to persuade people to buy 
cars and consumer goods. 

• People were encouraged to used credit and purchase gods on hire purchase.  
• Paying by instalments.  This increased the number of people purchasing 

cars, refrigerators and other consumer goods. 

 

  • The policies of the Republican governments of the 1920s also played a part 
in the economic boom.  The government imposed tariffs in 1923 to protect 
USA industry from foreign competition.  Republican policies of low 
taxation and non interference in business encouraged investment and 
economic growth.   

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 

[12] 
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8 (a) Give two reasons why farmers did not share in the economic boom of the  
1920s. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two reasons: 
 
• Between 1919 and 1929 farm income fell from $22 billion to $13 billion. 

Tariffs and overproduction led to excess food production and a fall in prices.  
• Farmers borrowed from banks to buy machinery to increase production.  

However, food prices continued to fall and farm debt increased to $2 billion 
by 1929.   

 

  • Thousands of farm labourers lost their jobs because of mechanization and 
suffered poverty and hardship.  

• Sharecroppers, mainly Black Americans in the Southern States, were badly 
affected by the fall in cotton prices and had to migrate to northern cities. 

 
Any other valid point [2] 

    
  (b) How did the Wall Street Crash lead to the Depression in the USA between 

1929 and 1932? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included. Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content    
 
• The Wall Street Crash highlighted the weaknesses of the American economy 

in the 1920s.  Speculators who had borrowed on the margin to buy shares 
were in debt to the banks.  Many lost their homes and had to move to 
shantytowns called Hoovervilles. 

 

  • The Wall Street Crash triggered a severe economic depression.  By 1932 
industrial production had fallen by 50% and 14 million or 25% of the work 
force were unemployed.  There was no federal government help to the 
unemployed. Thousands depended on private charity and queued in 
breadlines.  Two million became ‘hobos’ travelling the country in search of 
work. 

• The fall in spending on cars and consumer goods, the lynchpin of the 
economic boom, by the unemployed led to a vicious cycle of overproduction 
and under consumption and a spiral of increasing unemployment. 

 

  • The Hawley-Smoot Act of 1930 increased tariffs and led to a slow down in 
world trade and a global depression. 

• By 1932 the financial system was on the verge of collapse.  Over 5,000 
banks had collapsed and many people lost their savings. 

 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
 (c) How did President Hoover deal with the effects of the Depression in the USA 

between 1929 and 1932? 
 
Target AO2:  Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 

• Hoover was a Republican president who believed in laissez faire or very 
limited government interference in the economy.  He also believed in 
‘Rugged Individualism’.  Americans could only succeed by their own efforts 
and not receive help from the federal government. 

 

  • Hoover underestimated the seriousness and length of the Depression and 
made reassuring statements such as ‘Prosperity is just around the corner’.  
Before 1931, Hoover did little to deal with poverty and unemployment.  He 
relied on Voluntarism.  Employers were encouraged not to sack workers or 
reduce wages.  However, unemployment increased from 1.5 million in 1929 
to 14 million in 1932. 

 

  • In 1929 Hoover set up the Farm Board to buy surplus produce and help 
increase prices.  Its budget was only $500 million and it did little to halt the 
slide in agricultural prices from $13 billion in 1929 to $7 billion in 1932.  

• In 1930 the Hawley-Smoot Act increased tariffs by 50% to protect USA 
industry.  This only slowed down world trade and worsened the problems of 
farmers who depended on exports. 

 

  • In 1931 Hoover reversed his laissez faire policy and the federal government 
lent $1,500 million to businesses and banks in difficulty.  The 
Reconstruction Finance Corporation was seen as too little too late and a 
desperate ploy to win support in the presidential election. 

 

  • In 1931 Hoover spent $423 on a building programme that provided jobs, e.g. 
the Hoover Dam project on the Colorado River.  This scheme made little 
impact in reducing unemployment. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain how the lives of people in the USA were affected by the Depression 

between 1929 and 1932.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use other 
relevant knowledge. 
 
• Effects of the Depression on people living in cities  
• Effects of the Depression on people living in the countryside 

 
Target AO2:  Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key 
concepts and key features and characteristics of the period studied. 

 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
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  Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
Effects of the Depression on people living in cities 
 
• The American economy plunged into a vicious cycle of overproduction and 

underconsumption.  By 1932, 109,000 factories had closed.  Overall, 
production fell by 50%; car production had decreased by 80%. 

 

  • 25% of the workforce or 14 million were unemployed by 1933.  There was 
no unemployment benefit and the unemployed endured great hardship during 
the Depression.  People had to queue in breadlines for free bread and soup 
from private charities.  Thousands went hungry and 1/3 of all children in 
New York were malnourished. 

 

  • Thousands of unemployed who could not pay their rent or mortgage were 
evicted.  They moved to shanty towns consisting of cardboard and tin huts 
sarcastically called Hoovervilles situated at the edge of most cities. 

 

  • Many unemployed tramped the streets looking for work.  Two million hobos 
travelled illegally on freight trains all over the USA in search of seasonal 
work.  Some tried to make a living by selling coal and apples.  There were 
6,000 apple sellers in New York in 1932. Some resorted to petty crime, 
begging and even prostitution. 

 

  • Those in employment worried about the security of their jobs.  Employers 
cut wage rates: the average hourly wage in manufacturing industries fell 
from 59 cents to 44 cents from 1929 to 1933.  Workers had also to work 
longer hours.  In Chicago in 1932 the city government ran out of money and 
the wages of civil servants and teachers were unpaid. 

 

 

   

  

Effects of the Depression on people living in the countryside 
                
• Farmers had missed out on the economic boom of the 1920s as grain and 

meat prices continued to fall.  The price of wheat decreased from 103c per 
ton in 1929 to 38c per ton in 1933.  Many farmers had borrowed heavily 
from banks in order to purchase new machinery.  By 1932 over 40% of all 
farms were mortgaged to banks due to debt.  

 

  • Many sharecroppers and farm labourers lost their jobs and experienced great 
hardship and hunger.  At the same time farmers were forced to destroy crops 
because it was too expensive to harvest them.  Poverty existed in the midst 
of plenty in the USA during the Depression.  
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  • In the Mid West the position of farmers was worsened by the Dust Bowl in 
which drought and overcropped soil led to dust storms ruining millions of 
acres of previously fertile land.  Thousands of farmers from Oklahoma and 
Arkinsas migrated west to California in search of a new life as farm 
labourers. 

 
Any other valid point [12] 
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9 (a) Give two reasons why Roosevelt won the election for president in 1932. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two reasons: 
 

• Roosevelt promised ‘Action and Action Now’.  He promised a New Deal 
and offered hope to the American people.   

• He promised a programme that would provide the 3Rs (Relief, Recovery and 
Reform). 

 

  • Roosevelt conducted a positive, energetic campaign.  He was a good speaker 
and travelled through many states and met people suffering from the effects 
of the Depression.   

• He had been governor of New York and helped the poor there during the 
Depression. 

 

  • Hoover’s slogan ‘Prosperity is just around the Corner’ rang hollow by 1932.  
Shanty towns were sarcastically called ‘Hoovervilles’.   

• Hoover’s election campaign was negative.  He was seen as a remote figure 
and won only 6 states out of 48 in the 1932 election.  

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 

[2] 
    
 (b) How did the Supreme Court and Big Business oppose the New Deal?    

 
Target AO2:  Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
• The Supreme Court was the ‘Guardian of the Constitution’.  Most of its 9 

judges were Republican.  They believed that the federal government and the 
president were exceeding their powers in the New Deal agencies. 
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• The Supreme Court caused problems by declaring 11 of Roosevelt’s New 
Deal agencies unconstitutional. 

  • In 1935 the Supreme Court found the National Recovery Administration 
(NRA) codes unconstitutional in the Sick Chickens case.  The Supreme 
Court ruled that the NRA had no right to take the Schechter brothers to court 
for breaking the NRA codes.  This was the responsibility of the state 
governments. 

 

  • In 1936 the Supreme Court declared 16 Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) 
codes unconstitutional.  The AAA gave farmers loans to plough up land and 
kill animals.  The Supreme Court ruled that these subsidies could only be 
made by state governments. Roosevelt failed in his attempt to pack the 
Supreme Court with his supporters in 1937.  Many Americans thought that 
he was exceeding his powers.  After this, however, the Supreme Court 
accepted most parts of the AAA and the NRA.  

 

  • Big Business believed in low taxation and opposed the New Deal because 
they objected to the higher taxes needed to fund the New Deal which cost 
$17 billion by 1939. 

 

  • Businessmen disliked reforms such as the 8 hour day, the minimum wage 
and the end of child labour in the coal mines.  Business leaders resented 
support for the trade unions in the Wagner Act.  Business leaders like Henry 
Ford viewed trade unions as agents of communism and used force against 
trade unionists in his car factories.  In 1934 and 1935 there were a number of 
bitter industrial disputes and strikes were often broken up violently.  In 1934 
business leaders formed the Liberty League to oppose Roosevelt and the 
New Deal. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

[5] 
    
 (c) In what ways did the New Deal agencies affect agriculture and the lives of 

people living in the countryside? 
 

Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key concepts 
and key features and characteristics of the period studied.  

 
  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 

 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
  

  Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 

• The New Deal aimed to improve agriculture by increasing farm prices and 
the incomes of farmers.  The Agricultural Adjustment Administration was 
set up to deal with the problems of over supply and low prices.   

  • Compensation was paid to farmers to reduce the amount of crops sown and 
animals bred.  6 million piglets were killed and millions of acres of cotton 
and wheat were ploughed up.  By 1934 food prices increased, farm debt was 
halved and farm income increased by 50%. 

• The TVA set up irrigation schemes and built dams that ended soil erosion 
and improved agricultural production in the Tennessee Valley. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain the actions taken by the New Deal agencies to deal with 

unemployment and workers’ rights.  In your answer refer to the bullet points 
and other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Agencies dealing with industry and the unemployed 
• Agencies dealing with workers’ rights 
 
Target AO2:  Recall and select knowledge to analyse and explain key concept 
and key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
  

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
  

  Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
  

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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Indicative Content 
 
Agencies dealing with industry and the unemployed 
• 13 million were unemployed in 1933 and industrial production had fallen by 

50%.  Roosevelt had promised that reducing unemployment was a central 
aim of the New Deal. 

  • The Public Works Administration was a key agency providing work 
schemes for skilled workers, e.g. electricians and engineers.  It was led by 
Harold Ickes and spent $7 billion on public work schemes between 1933 and 
1939. It built 70% of American schools and 35% of American hospitals.  

  • The Works Progress Administration led by Harold Hopkins provided over 2 
million jobs each year.  It had a much wider range of projects, e.g. work for 
photographers, actors and painters. By 1937 over 20% of Americans 
workers were employed on WPA schemes.  It was criticized for creating 
‘Boondoggles’ or jobs of limited economic value.  

  • The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) provided work on environmental 
and conservation work for up to 2.5 million young men under 23.  They 
were give free food, $1 per day and lived in 13,000 CCC camps all over the 
USA. 

  
  Agencies dealing with workers’ rights 

• Workers welcomed the National Recovery Administration which aimed to 
improve workers’ conditions and rights.  It aimed to improve cooperation 
between management and workers.  The NRA codes established a minimum 
wage and banned child labour.  Over 2 million firms and 16 million workers 
were part of the NRA Blue Eagle Scheme.  

  • The Wagner Act in 1935 legalised trade unions and gave them rights to 
negotiate wages and conditions with employers.  Many employers bitterly 
resisted the trade unions which they regarded as a sign of communism.  
Union membership increased from 3 to 10 million during the New Deal.  

  • The Social Security Act in 1935 established unemployment benefit and 
retirement pension funded by a tax on employers.  The federal government 
took greater responsibility for meeting the needs of vulnerable groups in 
society.   

  • The Fair Labour Standards Act, 1938, set minimum wage levels and 
maximum hours of work. 

 
Any other valid point [12] 
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Section B 
Option 4:  Peace, War and Neutrality:  Britain, Northern Ireland 

and Ireland 1932–1949 
 
10 (a)  Give two reasons why de Valera made changes to the Anglo-Irish Treaty of 

1921. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two reasons: 
 
• He had opposed the Treaty since 1921 
• As a republican he wanted to cut links with Britain 
• He wanted to demonstrate Éire’s independence 
• To change what he believed to be the most unfair parts of the Treaty 

 

   
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did the action of de Valera lead to the outbreak of the Economic War 

between Britain and Éire in the 1930s? 
  

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 (4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed  
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• De Valara discontinued payment of Land Annuities in 1933 
• These payments were resented by Irish farmers who believed that they 

should not pay for land which they already owned 
• De Valera wanted Éire to be treated the same as Northern Ireland, which had 

been allowed to keep its land annuities  
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  • Britain was angry since these annuities were worth £5m per year 
• Britain imposed a 20% duty on Irish imports to the UK 
• De Valera retaliated with duties on UK produce 
 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
 (c) How did the actions of the Éire and British governments lead to the end of the 

Economic War in 1938? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
• Since 1935 both governments appeared anxious to end the trade war 
• Britain was eager to be on better terms with Éire because of threat of war in 

Europe 
• The Economic War was ended by an agreement in April 1938 which 

terminated the Trade War between Britain and Éire 
• There was a removal of all special tariffs on British and Irish goods sold in 

each jurisdiction 
• Éire agreed to pay Britain a lump sum of £10m in settlement for all claims 

for land annuities (these were worth an estimated £78m) 
• Britain returned all three Treaty Ports, without any specific assurance that 

Britain would have the use of them in time of war 
 
Any other valid point [6] 
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 (d) Explain why the government of Éire adopted a policy of neutrality at the 
outbreak of World War Two.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use 
other relevant knowledge. 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Little attempt will be made to 
address the question asked.  Answers may lack balance and include little 
explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• Éire wanted to assert its independence 
• Éire was unprepared for war 
• Éire saw neutrality as a means of highlighting its independence from Britain 
• Éire did not wish to spend large amount on rearming 
• Éire had some sympathy with Germany 
• A desire to protect its people from the hardships of war 
• Éire had a relatively small army and air force 
• The Éire government believed that as a member of the Commonwealth 

Britain would not allow them to fall into enemy hands  
  • Éire believed that Germany posed no threat, since the Germans would have 

to invade Éire by sea, which would pose difficulties 
 
Any other valid point [12] 
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11 (a)  Give two reasons why Belfast was bombed by Germany during World War Two. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two reasons: 
 
• The Germans were aware that Belfast was an important centre for building 

aircraft and other war material 
• The raids were intended to destroy shipbuilding, munitions and aircraft 

industries which were contributing to the war effort 
• To damage the morale of the civilian population, since Belfast was the capital 

of Northern Ireland 
• Belfast was regarded as a legitimate target, just as much as any other city in 

Britain 

 

   
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) Why was Belfast so badly affected by the Blitz?  

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail will 
be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• Inadequate preparation by Stormont as the government assumed that 

Northern Ireland would be safe from German bombing.  
  • Poor air defences shortages of vital equipment to defend Belfast from air 

attack. 
• The Blitz affected the most densely populated parts of the city. 
• Barrage balloons were too low to hinder German aircraft, while the city’s 

anti-aircraft gunners never made contact with the German aircraft. 
 
Any other valid point [5] 
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 (c) How did Éire maintain its neutrality during World War Two? 
 

 

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail will 
be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 (5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 
• De Valera denied the Allies the use of Irish airfields and ports from the outset 

of the war 
• De Valera protested that the arrival of US troops in Northern Ireland in 1942 

was an interference in Éire’s affairs  
  • In a secret deal with de Valera the RAF was permitted to overfly Co Donegal 

between Beleek and the coast.  This avoided a detour of over 100 miles around 
Donegal and increased the effectiveness of Atlantic patrols 

• After 1941, the use of the air corridor was widened to allow US aircraft  
  • De Valera secretly allowed crashed Allied airmen to be repatriated, while their 

German counterparts were interned 
• The Éire government confiscated the radio used by the German ambassador in 

Dublin 
 
Any other valid point [6] 
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 (d) Explain the ways in which Northern Ireland supported the war effort from 
September 1939 to May 1945.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use 
other relevant knowledge. 
 
• Output of war industries 
• Output of Ulster agriculture 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• More ground was used for growing crops, eg the number of allotments rose 

from 2,000 in 1939 to 8,000 by 1945. 
• Northern Ireland supplied 20% of the UK requirement for eggs and 

exported £3m worth of sheep and cattle each year. 
• Harland and Wolff managed the Foyle Yard in Londonderry/Derry which 

acted as a repair base for the Atlantic convoys. 
• Stirling bombers and Sunderland flying boats were built in Belfast. 
• 200 million metres of cloth for uniforms was produced in Northern Ireland. 
• 75 million shells and 50,000 bayonets were manufactured in Northern 

Ireland.  
  • Northern Ireland accommodated an aggregate total of around 300,000 US 

armed forces personnel between 1942 and 1945. 
 
Any other valid point [12] 
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12 (a) Give two examples of how the standard of living in Eire differed from that in 
Northern Ireland between 1945 and 1949. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Any two examples: 
  

  • Éire suffered severe economic depression after the war.  Prices rose, there 
was growing unemployment, and immigration became a feature of the 
economy. 

• Building materials were scarce so it was virtually impossible to build new 
houses. 

• The introduction of the National Health Service in Northern Ireland 
widened the gap in living standard with Éire. 

• The introduction of the Welfare State in Northern Ireland contrasted with 
the absence of such a programme in Éire.  

  • The wet summer of 1946, followed by a severe winter in 1947, prompted 
de Valera to declare that Éire was in a state of emergency. 

 
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did people in Northern Ireland respond to the introduction of the National 

Health Service? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
  

  Level 3 (4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• Most people happy to receive free medical and dental care.  Poorer people 

benefited from free prescriptions. 
• Doctors feared losing their professional independence and becoming mere 

civil servants. 
• Some unionists were concerned about the cost, as the first year cost £242 

million for Northern Ireland and the UK. 
• Some people opposed the scheme because they linked it to the Labour 

Party. 
 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
 (c) How did the Welfare State improve the lives of the people of Northern Ireland? 

  
  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 

explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• Northern Ireland enjoyed the same health benefits as the rest of the UK. 
• Health standard improved; polio and TB were effectively dealt with. 
• By 1962, Northern Ireland had the lowest death rate in the UK, having had 

the worst in 1939. 
• The Welfare State brought free medical treatment.  

  • Unemployment benefit was introduced. 
• Family allowance and health insurance schemes were introduced. 
 
Any other valid point. [6] 
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 (d) Explain the response of people in Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland 
to the Ireland Act of 1949.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use 
other relevant knowledge. 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
  

  Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• unionists were concerned about their constitutional position. 
• Nationalists sought representation in the Dáil. 
• unionists were concerned at the Declaration of the Republic and believed 

that it would threaten the constitutional position of Northern Ireland. 
• A general election was called in Northern Ireland to consolidate support for 

the union. 
• Nationalists hoped that the constitutional changes of 1949 would bring 

about Irish unity but were disappointed when their request to have 
representation in the Dáil was refused.  

  • The Anti-Partition League (APL) won 11 seats in the 1949 general 
election.  However, nationalists found that their focus on ending partition 
merely reinforced unionist determination to uphold it, especially when the 
APL received nearly $50,000 for their election funds from the Dublin 
government. 

• unionists were satisfied that the Ireland Act had guaranteed their position 
under the union. 

• unionists were pleased that the Ireland Act had reinforced the fact that no 
change in the status of Northern Ireland could take place without the 
consent of Stormont. 

• unionist satisfaction was reinforced by the Royal visit to Belfast in 1949 
which symbolised the ties with London.  

  • Northern nationalists felt more isolated after the 1949 election. 
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• The farmers of the Northern Ireland Labour Party further declined, 
undermined by the Declaration of the Republic and the British Labour 
government’s firm support for Stormont. 

 
Any other valid point 

 
 
 
 

[12] 
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Option 5:  Changing Relationships: 
Britain, Northern Ireland and Ireland 1965–1985 

 
13 (a)  Give two examples of O’Neill’s attempts to improve relations with nationalists 

in Northern Ireland in the 1960s. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two examples: 
 
• O’Neill  met Sean Lemass, Taoiseach of the Irish Republic, in 1965, and 

Jack Lynch, Irish Taoiseach, in 1967 
• O’Neill sent condolences on the death of Pope John XXIII 
• O’Neill met Cardinal Conway, spiritual leader of Ireland’s Catholics 
• O’Neill visited Catholic schools and visited the Catholic-run Mater Hospital 
• UVF was made an illegal organisation in 1966 

 

   
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did O’Neill try to improve the economy of Northern Ireland in the 1960s? 

 
 

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 (4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• Ministry of Development was set up in 1965 to implement reforms 

recommended in the Wilson Report.  Its aim was co-ordinate economic 
improvement. 

• The Ministry of Development invested £900 million in economic 
improvement, eg grants to attract multinational companies to locate in 
Northern Ireland – 35,000 new jobs created in the 1960s. 

• Improved communications through new motorways. 
• New city: Craigavon built. 
• New university in Coleraine to train skilled/educated workforce. 
• Establishment of an Economic Council led by Brian Falkner. 
 
Any other valid point. [5] 

    
 (c) How did unionists and nationalists in Northern Ireland respond to O’Neill’s 

Five Point Programme of November 1968? 
  

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• Some unionists saw O’Neill’s Five Point Reforms as a betrayal of unionism 

and giving in to street violence, e.g. a Development Commission replacing 
Londonderry Corporation. 

• Opposition in his own cabinet: William Craig, Minister of Home Affairs was 
sacked for criticising O’Neill’s reforms. 

• Five Point Programme addressed a number of nationalist grievances but 
failed to win the support of nationalists.  Nationalists were unhappy that One 
Man One Vote was not granted but welcomed the abolition of Londonderry 
Corporation. 

• Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association (NICRA) agree to suspend 
marches after O’Neill’s “Ulster at the Crossroads” speech in December 
1968. 

• Formation of People’s Democracy, a more radical group than NICRA.   
It decided to hold a march in January 1969. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain why many people supported the Northern Ireland Civil Rights 

Association.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use other relevant 
knowledge. 
 
• The social change that NICRA stood for 
• The political change that NICRA stood for 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
  

  Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• NICRA sought the end of property qualification in local government 

elections and its replacement by the principle of one man, one vote. 
• NICRA addressed the problem of gerrymandering in local government 

elections so that there was a fairer representation of the people. 
• The question of housing allocation was addressed and the spotlight focused 

on alleged discrimination against Catholics, eg in Caledon, Co Tyrone. 
• NICRA was inspired by Civil Rights movement in USA, led by Martin 

Luther King. 
• Nationalist Party had failed to address social and economic grievances of 

people. 
• New, better educated generation, who had benefited from free education in 

post-war era, ready to take on establishment. 
 
Any other valid point [12] 

 



 207

 

14 (a) Give two reasons why the People’s Democracy organised a civil rights march 
in January 1969. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Any two reasons: 
 

• PD were unhappy with the limited nature of O’Neill’s Five Point Reform 
Programme 

• Mainly a student group – angry at treatment of Northern Ireland Civil 
Rights Association (NICRA) 

• PD was more radical than NICRA.  It wanted more confrontational tactics 
• Unhappy with conservation leadership of NICRA 
 
Any other valid point [2] 

 
 (b) How did people in Northern Ireland respond to the arrival of British troops in 

August 1969? 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail will 
be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 (4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 

 

  Indicative Content 
 

• Stormont government was worried that Westminster would interfere in the 
affairs of Northern Ireland wanted assurances from the British government 
and asked for British troops to be put under the control of the Stormont 
government. 

• unionists felt annoyed that violence had been rewarded and many would 
have felt a loss of control. 

• nationalists welcomed the troops as protectors against sectarian attacks.  
Catholics gave tea and sandwiches to the newly-arrived British soldiers. 

• Within months of the British troops arriving, a newly-formed IRA had 
established a secure power base and was ready for a guerrella war against 
the British Army, whom it viewed as an occupying force. 

 
Any other valid point. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

[5] 
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 (c) How did nationalists respond to the events of Bloody Sunday? 
 
Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
  

  Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
 
Indicative Content 
 
• Shocked by number of deaths and TV coverage. 
• Increase in recruitment to Provisional IRA and increase in bombings and 

shootings. 
• Increased hostility towards British Army and Stormont government. 
• Burning of British Embassy in Dublin reflected anger in the Republic of 

Ireland. 
 
Any other valid point [6] 

    
 (d) Explain why and how internment was introduced in Northern Ireland in August 

1971.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use other relevant 
knowledge. 
 
• The rise in violence 
• The previous success of the Special Powers Act 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
  

  Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
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  Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• Increased IRA violence:  bombing campaign mainly against unionist-

owned businesses and attacks on British soldiers. 
• Frustration of Ulster Unionists that very few IRA men were caught and 

convicted for violence. 
• Pressure on Faulkner to act decisively to reduce IRA violence. 
• The Special Powers Act had been used in the past and had worked. 
• The Special Powers Act was activated with the approval of the British 

government.  Internment was introduced on 1 August 1971.  
  • Some 452 people were arrested by the army but the information used was 

out of date. 
 
Any other valid point [12] 

    



 210

 

15 (a)  Give two terms of the Anglo-Irish Agreement of 1985. 
 
Target AO1: Recall of knowledge 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 

 

  Any two terms: 
 
• The establishment of an inter-governmental conference headed by the 

Secretary of State and the Irish Foreign Minister.  This would deal with 
issues such as security, legal matters, political questions and improving 
cross-border co-operation 

• A permanent secretariat, made up of Northern and Southern civil servants 
and located at Maryfield outside Belfast, would provide administrative 
support to the conference 

• Devolution would only occur if there was agreement on the sharing of power 
• The Republic of Ireland recognised that a united Ireland was a long-term 

goal that would only happen with the agreement of the majority of people in 
Northern Ireland 

• Agreement recognised that the Republic of Ireland had a role to play in the 
government of Northern Ireland 

 

   
Any other valid point [2] 

    
 (b) How did nationalists react to the Hunger Strikes of 1980–81? 

 
 

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 [1] 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([2]–[3]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 (4]–[5]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Indicative Content 
 
• The Nationalist opinion was united in sympathy for the hunger strikers and 

anger at the failure of the British government to compromise 
• There were massive turnouts at the funeral of the hunger strikers 
• The nationalist voters in Fermanagh/South Tyrone returned Bobby Sands 

and Owen Carron as MPs in 1981 
• The Catholic Church was opposed to hunger strikes.  Fr Denis Faul helped 

persuade the hunger strikers and their families to call off the action 
• There was increased support for the IRA.  61 people were killed during the 

hunger strikes 
• There was an increase in electoral support for Sinn Féin 
 
Any other valid point [5] 

    
 (c) How did unionists respond to the signing of the Anglo-Irish Agreement of 

1985? 
  

  Target AO2: Recall and select knowledge to analyse key concepts and key 
features and characteristics of the period studied. 
 
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Limited relevant detail 
will be included.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([3]–[4]) 
Answers will include more detail linked to the question.  Spelling, punctuation 
and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([5]–[6]) 
Answers will be well informed and provide an accurate, well-developed 
description and analysis.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with consistent accuracy. 
  

  Indicative Content 
 
• All unionists were angry at the signing of the Anglo-Irish Agreement.  They 

had not been consulted and felt betrayed 
• unionist parties joined in organising a mass rally at City Hall in Belfast in 

November 1985.  Up to a quarter of a million people attended  

  • The DUP and OUP launched a campaign of civil disobedience and an 
“Ulster Says No” campaign 

• unionist MPs resigned from Parliament, refused to meet British Ministers 
etc. 

 
Any other valid point [6] 

    



 212

 

 (d) Explain why and how the UWC strike of 1974 led to the collapse of the Power-
Sharing Executive.  In your answer refer to the bullet points and use other 
relevant knowledge. 
 
• unionist support for strike 
• British government response 
  

  Target AO2:  Recall, select, organise and deploy knowledge to analyse and 
explain key concepts or key features and characteristics of the period studied. 
  

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[4]) 
Answers will address the question in a general way.  Answers will include 
general points linked to the bullet points.  Answers may lack balance and 
include little explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
 
Level 2 ([5]–[8]) 
Answers will provide a more developed explanation and analysis clearly linked 
to the question asked.  The guidelines will be used and outside knowledge may 
be used to provide a more informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 
Level 3 ([9]–[12]) 
Answers will provide a full explanation and analysis of the question.  The 
guidelines and outside knowledge will be used to provide a balanced and well-
informed response.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy.  

    

  Indicative Content 
 
• Significant unionist support for the strike, though some evidence of UDA 

intimidation 
• Effective control by UWC in coordinating strike, especially in controlling 

fuel and electricity supplies, almost bringing Northern Ireland to a standstill 
• Harold Wilson’s (British PM) “spongers” speech hardened the resolve of the 

strikers  
  • Failure of the British government to order the army to intervene against the 

strike 
• Resignation of Faulkner on 28 May and downfall of the Power-Sharing 

Executive 
 
Any other valid point [12] 
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The detail given in the Mark Scheme is for teacher guidance and candidates are not expected to 
cover every point suggested. 
 
1 (a) Study Source A 

 
What does Source A tell us about the concerns that the US Government had 
about Korea?   
 
Target AO3:  Understand source material as part of an historical enquiry. 
No rewardable material [0] 
Able to identify detail from Source A that shows USA concerns  
about Korea. 
Award [1] for each piece of information 
 

 

  Candidates should include some of the following points: 

• The Russians have made their bid for world conquest 
• The rest of Asia would be at risk – the Domino Theory 
• The US was worried that Europe would fall to Communism 
• The US would lose prestige with the rest of the world if they did not stand 

up to the Communists in Korea. 
 
Any other valid point  [4] 

    
 (b) Study Sources B and C 

 
 

  How far does Source C support the view in Source B that “Kim Il Sung had 
been directed to invade South Korea by Stalin”? 
 

 

  Target AO3:  Understand, analyse and evaluate a range of source material to 
show similarity and difference as part of an historical enquiry. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[2]) 
Candidate is able to select one piece of information from either source which is 
linked to the question but fails to develop similarity and difference.  Spelling, 
punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([3]-[4]) 
Candidate is able to select two pieces of information from each source to show 
similarity or difference.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([5]-[6]) 
Candidate is able to select three pieces of information from each source to 
show similarity or difference.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar 
are used with consistent accuracy. 
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  Points of agreement 
• Stalin gave Kim the go ahead to invade. 
• Stalin agreed to send military supplies and advisers. 

 

 
  Points of disagreement 

• Kim was the mastermind behind the war, wishing to unite North and South 
Korea 

• Stalin persuaded him to think carefully first 
• Stalin had doubts, but Kim convinced him that success was certain 
• Stalin was worried that the US might get involved. 
Any other valid point 
 
To access full marks candidates should note both points of agreement and of 
disagreement. [6] 

    
 (c) Study Source C 

 
 

  How reliable and useful is Source C in explaining the role of the USSR in the 
outbreak of the Korean War? 
 
Target AO3:  Understand, analyse and evaluate a source as part of an 
historical enquiry. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[3]) 
A vague general account of the content of Source C with little attempt to 
address the question.  Candidates at this level may discuss the content of the 
source but will not give any indication of the reliability and utility of Source C 
and will make little or no use of own knowledge.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([4]-[5]) 
Answers at this level will discuss the reliability and utility of the source in 
explaining the role of Stalin and Russia in the outbreak of the Korean War.  
Candidates may point out that it is a primary source and discuss the value of 
this.  They may begin to make observations on authorship, the fact that this 
source is the view of a member of the Russian Government, and motivation, 
the reasons why this source was produced, and how these affect reliability and 
utility.  They may use some outside knowledge to support their answers.  
Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 3 ([6]-[8]) 
Answers at this level will discuss more fully the reliability and usefulness of 
Source C in explaining the role of Stalin and Russia in the outbreak of the 
Korean War and will use outside knowledge to support their answers.  
Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with consistent 
accuracy. 
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Some of the following points may be made: 
 
• The author - Khrushchev was a member of the Russian government, close 

to Stalin, and would have a good knowledge of these events. However he is 
writing over 20 years after the outbreak of the war.  Candidates could 
question the accuracy and therefore the reliability of his account. 

  • They may suggest that he wishes to play down the role of Stalin and Russia 
in the outbreak of the Korean War and put the main responsibility on Kim Il 
Sung.  They might also suggest another reason for this – Khrushchev’s 
criticism of Stalin when he became leader. 

 

  • Source C gives us useful information on the Russian perspective.  It gives 
good detail of the role of Kim Il Sung and of Stalin.  He also tells us about 
Stalin’s concerns about the attitude of the USA. He does admit that Stalin 
did send help.  However, it is a limited view, his assessment only. 

 
Any other valid point [8] 

    
 (d) Using the sources and your own knowledge, explain why there are different 

interpretations about the causes of the Korean War. 
 
Target AO2 and AO3:  Demonstrate their understanding of the past through 
explanation and analysis.  Understand analyse and evaluate how aspects of the 
past have been interpreted and represented. 
 

 

  Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[3]) 
Limited response, with a weak general answer which does not really address 
the question.  Candidates at the lower end of this level may extract limited 
information from one source which outlines one view about the cause of the 
Korean War (AO3).  They may include some general points from their own 
knowledge which will enable them to achieve marks in the mid-upper end of 
this level (AO2).  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 

 

  Level 2 ([4]–[7]) 
Answers at this level may indicate an understanding of the different views 
about the causes of the Korean War (AO3) but may show limited knowledge or 
understanding of the reasons for these (AO2).  They may refer to the view 
given in Source A that the Russians were behind the outbreak of the war in 
Korea and to the contrasting view of Khrushchev (AO3).  Candidates can 
access marks at the higher end of this level if they attempt to use these sources 
to reach a conclusion about the reasons for the outbreak of war in Korea in 
1950 (AO3), e.g. Russia’s wish to expand Communism to Korea (Source A). 
Candidates will make close reference to the sources and may begin to use some 
of their own knowledge (AO2).  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of 
grammar are used with some accuracy. 
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  Level 3 ([8]–[10])  
Candidates at this level will show a clear understanding of the different views 
about the causes of the Korean War as outlined in Source A (USA) and Source 
C (USSR) (AO3) and of the reasons for these (AO2).  At the top of this level 
they will use their contextual knowledge to explain clearly the reasons for 
these interpretations (AO2) and may make reference to Source B to support 
their explanation.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with consistent accuracy.   
 
Candidates may make some of the following points: 
 

 

  Source A is the US perspective.  The Truman Doctrine committed the US to 
the policy of containment and promised support to any nation threatened by 
Communism.  The US was worried by the Russian takeover of Eastern Europe 
between 1945 and 1948 and by the defeat of their allies the Chinese 
Nationalists by the Communists led by Mao Zedong in the Chinese Civil War.  
They now believed that they were trying to expand their control to South 
Korea, a US ally.  The map, Source D, shows how close both China and the 
USSR were to Korea. 
 

 

  Source B supports this, suggesting that the US believed that the North Korean 
leader, Kim Il Sung, was taking orders from Stalin and that he also had the 
backing of Communist China.  The US had to stand up to this or the Domino 
Theory would come into play. 
 

 

  Source C is the view of Khrushchev, a member of the Russian government at 
the time.  He tells us that the war was not provoked by Stalin and he does not 
mention the Chinese.  Instead he declares that the North Korean leader Kim Il 
Sung was the “mastermind” behind the war. 
 

 

  Candidates may use their own knowledge to suggest that this was the main 
reason for the outbreak of the war.  Kim was a Korean nationalist who wished 
to unite North and South under his control and he believed that he could do so 
with help from his allies in China and the USSR.  Therefore candidates might 
suggest that the range of views and interpretations about the reasons for the 
outbreak of the Korean War is determined by the perspective of the 
writer/commentator. 
 
Any other valid point [10] 
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 Level 3 ([8]–[11]) AO1 ([8]–[11]) AO2 
Well-informed, accurate explanation and a clear and coherent analysis of events.  
Answers must display sound understanding of the reasons why the USSR wanted to 
maintain its control over Eastern Europe between 1945 and 1961 and of the methods 
used to do so.  In level 3 answers will use all four bullet points with accurate 
illustrative detail.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
consistent accuracy. 
  

2 This question is about the Cold War in Europe between 1945 and 1961 
 
Explain how and why the USSR maintained control over Eastern Europe between 
1945 and 1961.  Use the following guidelines to help you with your answer and any 
other relevant information: 
 
• Reasons why  the USSR wanted to spread control over Eastern Europe 1945-49 
• Methods used by the USSR to spread control over Eastern Europe, 1945-49 
• Hungarian Uprising, 1956 
• Berlin Wall, 1961. 
  

 Target AO1 and A02: Recall, select and communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of history and demonstrate their understanding of the past through 
explanation and analysis of key concepts and key features and characteristics of the 
period studied.  

  
Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[3]) AO1 ([1]–[3]) AO2 
Simple descriptive answer rather than explanation and analysis, which may be 
episodic and lack historical accuracy.  To reach the top of Level 1, answers must 
attempt to provide detail of some of the reasons and methods used by the USSR to 
maintain control over Eastern Europe between 1945 and 1961.  In level 1 answers 
may use only two of the bullet points.  Answers may be limited in range, e.g. only 
deal with the period 1945-49.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are 
used with limited accuracy. 
  

 Level 2 ([4]–[7]) AO1 ([4]–[7]) AO2 
Developed but limited explanation which goes beyond Level 1 by providing a more 
accurate account of events and a more informed, if limited, analysis.  To reach the 
top of Level 2, answers must give more specific details on the reasons why the USSR 
wanted to maintain its control over Eastern Europe between 1945 and 1961 and of 
the methods used to do so.  In level 2 answers may use three of the bullet points or 
may contain omissions in coverage of some episodes and developments.  Spelling, 
punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with some accuracy. 
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 Answers may include some of the following: 
 
Reasons why the USSR wanted to spread control over Eastern Europe, 1945-49 
• The USSR and the USA fought on the same side in World War 2.  It was a fragile 

friendship, held together by a common enemy, Germany.  
• There was a history of suspicion between both countries before World War Two, 

especially mutual ideological distrust between Communism and Democracy. 
• 26 million Russians were killed in World War Two, compared to only 350,000 

Americans. 
• Stalin was very concerned about the USSR’s future security and was determined to 

prevent another attack on the USSR by Germany.  The USSR wanted to keep 
Germany weak. 

• Disagreement emerged over the future of Eastern Europe.  Stalin was determined 
to make Eastern Europe a Russian sphere of influence, a buffer zone against a 
future German invasion. 

  
 Methods used by the USSR to spread control over Eastern Europe, 1945-49 

• The USSR was in a strong position in 1945 as its armies had ‘liberated’ the 
countries of Eastern Europe from German control.  The Russian army remained in 
Eastern Europe while the US army left Europe after the defeat of Hitler. 

• Stalin tightened Russian control using Cominform and Comecon to strengthen 
political and economic links with the USSR.  

 • Political opponents of communism were imprisoned or killed and elections rigged 
and voters intimidated.  Only politicians loyal to Stalin were appointed, e.g. Rakosi 
in Hungary.  In 1948 there was a communist coup in Czechoslovakia, the only 
country in Eastern Europe still a democracy.  By 1948 communist governments 
controlled Poland, Albania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania, Czechoslovakia and the 
Russian zone in Germany.   

 • The USSR resented the West’s attempts to combine their zones in Germany and 
use a common currency.  Stalin was keen to gain all of the city of Berlin, 100 
miles inside the Russian zone.  He was determined to close this hole in the Iron 
Curtain.  From June 1948 to May 1949 Stalin blocked all supply lines from the 
West to West Berlin.  

 
 Hungarian uprising, 1956 

• In 1953 Stalin died and by 1955 Khrushchev emerged as leader of the USSR.  In 
1956 Khrushchev denounced Stalin as a tyrant.  Stalin, however, was determined 
to maintain Russian control over Eastern Europe as a buffer zone.  Opposition 
groups in Eastern Europe saw Khrushchev as easier to deal with. 

 

 • Popular unrest developed in Hungary after Khrushchev’s speech and forced the 
removal of the ruthless Stalinist Rakosi.  By October 1956, a new government led 
by Imre Nagy took control.  Nagy’s government wanted social and economic 
reform and the withdrawal of the Russian army.   It also planned to leave the 
Warsaw Pact and make Hungary a neutral country in the Cold War. 
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 • On 4 November 1956 thousands of Russian soldiers and tanks moved into 
Budapest.  They met fierce resistance.  In two weeks of bitter fighting thousands 
were killed. 200,000 Hungarians fled across the border to Austria to escape 
Communist control.  Nagy was captured and executed.  The West protested but 
offered no military help to the Hungarian rebels.  A new leader, Kadar, introduced 
some reforms but Hungary remained behind the Iron Curtain. 

 

 

 Berlin Wall, 1961 
• Berlin was a divided city during the Cold War where Communism and Democracy 

came face to face as free movement was permitted between the four sectors. 

 

 • During the 1950s the standard of living improved faster in the West and the 
contrast was most apparent in Berlin.  During the 1950s over 20,000 each year 
took advantage of this freedom to move to the West.  The Russians feared that this 
exodus of mainly educated young people would undermine Communist control in 
East Germany.  

 

 • On 13 August 1961, East German soldiers ended all free movement from East to 
West Berlin.  Soon a concrete wall divided the city.  It was patrolled by East 
German guards and hundreds were shot trying to escape.  The USSR had 
succeeded in preventing further loss of population but the wall became a symbol of 
the division of Communism and Democracy at the heart of the Cold War. 

 

 

 Some of this detail may be included in Level 2.  
 
Any other valid point [22] 
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3 This question is about the Vietnam War, 1954-1973 
 
Explain how and why the USA became involved in Vietnam and why their 
involvement ended in withdrawal.  Use the following guidelines to help you with 
your answer and any other relevant information: 
 
• Reasons why the USA became involved in Vietnam , 1954 - 63 
• Tactics used by the USA, 1964-68 
• Tactics used by the Vietcong 
• Nixon and change of policy, 1968-73. 
  

 Target AO1 and A02: Recall, select and communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of history and demonstrate their understanding of the past through 
explanation and analysis of key concepts and key features and characteristics of the 
period studied. 
 

 

 Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 
 
Level 1 ([1]–[3]) AO1 (([1]–[3]) AO2 
Simple descriptive answer rather then explanation and analysis, which may be 
episodic and lack historical accuracy.  To reach the top of Level 1, answers must 
attempt to provide some detail of how the USA became involved in Vietnam and 
why their involvement ended in withdrawal by 1973.  In Level 1, answers my use 
only two of the bullet points.  Answers may be limited in range, e.g. only deal with 
the period 1954–65.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with 
limited accuracy. 
 

 

 Level 2 ([4]–[7]) AO1 ([4]–[7]) AO2 
Developed but limited explanation which goes beyond Level 1 by providing a more 
accurate account of events and a more informed, if limited, analysis.  To reach the 
top of Level 2, answers must give specific details on how and why the USA became 
involved in Vietnam and why their involvement ended in withdrawal by 1973.   
In Level 2, answers may use three of the bullet points or/and contain omissions in 
coverage of key episodes and development.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of 
grammar are used with some accuracy. 
 

 

 Level 3 ([8]–[11]) AO1 ([8]–[11]) AO2 
Well-informed, accurate explanation and a clear and coherent analysis of events.  
Answers must display sound understanding of how and why the USA became 
involved in Vietnam and why their involvement ended in withdrawal by 1973.   
In Level 3, answers will use all four bullet points with accurate illustrative detail. 
Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with consistent accuracy. 
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Answers may include some of the following: 

 
 Reasons why the USA became involved in Vietnam, 1954–63 

• All three US presidents from 1954 until 1965 (Eisenhower, Kennedy and Johnson) 
supported the Truman Doctrine as a centre piece of foreign policy.  They believed 
that the spread of Communism had to be contained.  They believed in the Domino 
Theory and saw Asia as the area where Communism aimed to expand.  The loss of 
China to Communism in 1949 strengthened this belief.  In 1956 Eisenhower said 
that Vietnam was “the cornerstone of the free world in South East Asia”. 

 

 • Vietnam had been controlled by France before 1940 and taken over by Japan from 
1940 until 1945.  Ho Chi Minh led the Viet Minh against France’s attempts to 
regain control after 1945.  Ho Chi Minh was a Communist and this turned his 
struggle into part of the Cold War.  As part of the Truman Doctrine, the USA gave 
France $1.4 billion to help defeat the Viet Minh.  France was defeated at the battle 
of Dien Bien Phu in 1954 and in a peace settlement Vietnam was divided on Cold 
War lines along the 17th Parallel. 

 

 • From 1954 the non Communist South Vietnam government faced a guerilla war 
against the Vietcong led by Ho Chi Minh, now leader of Communist North 
Vietnam.  The US leaders were determined to save South Vietnam.  From 1954 to 
1964 the USA sent increasing amounts of indirect help-money, military equipment 
and advisers to help the government of South Vietnam.  By 1960 there were 
16,000 American advisers in South Vietnam.  President Diem, a Catholic, sided 
with the landlords against the mainly Buddhist peasants.  In November 1963, 
President Diem was assassinated and the Vietcong controlled over 60% of South 
Vietnam. 

 

 
 Tactics of the USA, 1964–68 

• The immediate cause of direct US involvement was the Gulf of Tonkin incident in 
August 1964. A North Vietnamese gunboat fired at a US warship.  There was 
anger in the USA and Congress gave President Johnson the right to use “all 
necessary measures” in the Tonkin Resolution.  This was termed “Grandma’s 
nightshirt” as it covered everything!  President Johnson ordered direct air strikes 
against North Vietnam in Operation Rolling Thunder and sent US troops to South 
Vietnam to prevent a Communist victory. 

 

 • The USA had superiority in weaponry and training.  However, the Vietcong were 
expert guerilla fighters who were familiar with the jungle terrain and very 
committed to their cause.  They ambushed the Americans and disappeared into the 
jungle.  Their punji traps and landmines caused mounting casualties and wore 
down the Americans.  They were frustrated that they couldn’t use their superiority 
in weapons or face their enemy in open combat.  The Americans used intensive 
bombings and chemical defoliants, e.g. Agent Orange, but these failed to defeat the 
Vietcong. 

 

 

 Tactics of the Vietcong 
• The Vietcong had the support of most of the South Vietnamese peasants.  They 

were able to move around freely and were sheltered by the villagers.  They spoke 
the same language and were indistinguishable.  One Vietcong leader stated that 
“the people are the water and our armies are the fish”.  The US used Search and 
Destroy missions in a desperate attempt to capture Vietcong suspects.  Often these 
tactics alienated the South Vietnamese through atrocities like the My Lai Massacre 
of 1968 when over 300 civilians were killed. 
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 • The Vietcong received vital help from North Vietnam along the Ho Chi Minh Trail 
along the western border with Cambodia and Laos.  This was used to smuggle 
weapons and supplies from North Vietnam.  The Vietcong received indirect help, 
e.g. raw materials and vehicles from the USSR and China. 

 

 • The media coverage of the war, e.g. the Tet Offensive and the My Lai Massacre, 
shocked the American public and contributed to a fall in support for the war.  Anti-
war protests increased, especially among university students.  The morale of 
American soldiers declined.  Over 58,000 were killed and there was an increase in 
draft dodging.  The intensive bombing campaign was very expensive, costing an 
estimated $28 billion per year.  This disrupted Johnson’s social and welfare 
reforms central to his dream of creating a “Great Society”. 

 

 • The Vietcong were very committed and thousands of North Vietnamese women 
and children helped keep the supply routes open in spite of intensive US bombing 
of North Vietnam.  The US soldiers were sent on one year tours of duty and most 
were inexperienced in handling the climate and guerilla war.  The morale of the 
soldiers declined and drug abuse was a major problem among the American 
soldiers. 

 

 

 Nixon and change of policy, 1968–73 
• The Tet Offensive convinced many in the USA that the war could not be won.  

President Nixon introduced a policy of Vietnamisation which involved transferring 
responsibility to the South Vietnamese Army.  The USA began peace talks but 
negotiations with North Vietnam dragged on until January 1973 when a cease fire 
was agreed.  The US bombing of Cambodia and Laos to disrupt the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail led to international condemnation and prolonged the war. 

 

 

 Some of this detail may be included in Level 2. 
 
Any other valid point [22] 
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4 This question is about the Cuban Missile Crisis 
 
Explain how and why the USA and USSR came close to nuclear war over Cuba in 
1962 and the consequences of the crisis on relations between the two states.  Use the 
following guidelines to help you with your answer and any other relevant 
information: 
 
• Castro, his policies and attitude to the USA, 1959 – October 1962  
• Development of relations between Cuba and USSR, 1959 – October 1962 
• Response of the USA and events of the ‘Thirteen Days’ 
• Consequences of the crisis for the USSR and USA 
  

 Target AO1 and A02: Recall, select and communicate their knowledge and 
understanding of history and demonstrate their understanding of the past through 
explanation and analysis of key concepts and key features and characteristics of the 
period studied. 

 

 
 Award [0] for responses not worthy of credit 

 
Level 1 ([1]–[3]) AO1 ([1]–[3]) AO2 
Simple descriptive answer rather than explanation and analysis, which may be 
episodic and lack historical accuracy.  To reach the top of Level 1, answers must 
attempt to provide some detail of how the USA and the USSR came close to a 
nuclear war over Cuba in 1962 and of the consequences of the crisis on relations 
between the two states.  In Level 1, answers may use only two of the bullet points.  
Answers may be limited in range, e.g. deal with one aspect of the Cuban crisis. 
Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with limited accuracy. 
 

 

 Level 2 ([4]–[7]) AO1 ([4]–[7]) AO2 
Developed but limited explanation which goes beyond Level 1 by providing a more 
accurate account of events and a more informed, if limited, analysis.  To reach the 
top of Level 2, answers must give more specific details on how and why the USA 
and the USSR came close to a nuclear war over Cuba in 1962 and of the 
consequences of the crisis on relations between the two states.  In Level 2, answers 
may use three of the bullet points and/or may contain omissions in coverage of some 
episodes and developments.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used 
with some accuracy. 
 

 

 Level 3 ([8]–[11]) AO1 ([8]–[11]) AO2 
Well-informed, accurate explanation and a clear and coherent analysis of events.  
Answers must display sound understanding of how and why the USA and the USSR 
came close to a nuclear war over Cuba in 1962 and of the consequences of the crisis 
on relations between the two states.  In Level 3, answers will use all four bullet points 
with accurate illustrative detail on the Cuban crisis.  Spelling, punctuation and the 
rules of grammar are used with consistent accuracy. 
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 Answers may include some of the following: 
 
Castro, his policies and attitude to the USA, 1959–October 1962 
• Cuba was in the USA’s sphere of influence.  The USA had economic and political 

influence over Cuba until 1959 when Castro became leader.  He nationalised banks 
and land and ended USA business interests, for example in the fruit and tobacco 
industries.  In retaliation the USA stopped all trade and diplomatic links with 
Cuba. 

• President Kennedy gave the CIA help in its failed attempt to assist Cuban exiles to 
overthrow Castro in the Bay of Pigs incident in April 1961.  In 1961 Castro 
became increasingly close to the USSR which became Cuba’s main trading 
partner. 

 

 

 Development of relations between Cuba and the USSR, 1959 – Oct 1962 
• In 1962 Castro agreed to place 64 short range nuclear missiles in Cuba.  43,000 

USSR soldiers as well as tanks and weapons secretly landed in Cuba.  The USSR 
became involved in Cuba as a way of increasing the USSR’s position in the arms 
race.  In 1962, the USA held a big advantage in the number of long range 
weapons.   

• As Cuba was only 75 miles from the USA, Khrushchev, the Russian leader knew 
that short range weapons in Cuba would restore the balance in the nuclear arms 
race.  These weapons would also defend Castro from future attack.  These missiles, 
however, posed a threat to the security of the USA as 80% of the USA was within 
range.  There were 9 short and 36 medium range missiles already secretly installed 
in Cuba by October 1962. 

 

 

 Response of the USA and events of the Thirteen Days 
• The discovery of missile sites being built in Cuba caused alarm in the USA. 

President Kennedy set up a special group of advisers called EXCOMM on 14th 
October.  There was pressure to invade Cuba but Kennedy decided to impose a 
naval blockade to prevent the arrival of ships carrying nuclear missiles from the 
USSR. 

 

 • This blockade led to the Cuban Missile Crisis.  An American U2 spy plane was 
shot down but the USA did not retaliate.  Khrushchev sent a letter demanding the 
withdrawal of US missiles from Turkey.  There was pressure on Kennedy to 
invade Cuba and on Khrushchev to break the blockade.  During the Thirteen Days 
the threat of nuclear war was real.  The USA and the USSR were on full alert.  The 
USA had 50 bombers in the air ready to fire a nuclear missile if the USSR 
launched a first strike. 

 

 • An exchange of letters on 26th and 27th October 1962 ended the Cuban Missile 
Crisis.  The USA agreed to end the naval blockade of Cuba and secretly agreed to 
with draw nuclear missiles from Turkey.  This would increase USSR security from 
NATO attack.  The USSR ships agreed to turn around and the USSR agreed not to 
send nuclear missiles to Cuba and dismantle the missile bases.  This removed the 
threat of nuclear attack on the USA. 
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 Consequences of the crisis for the USSR and USA 
• The Cuban Missile Crisis secured the position of Castro as leader of Cuba. The 

USA would not try to remove him for fear of another crisis.  Castro remained a 
communist but USSR influence in Cuba was reduced. 

• The Cuban Missile Crisis led to a thaw in the relations between the USSR and the 
USA in the Cold War. Both superpowers realized the need to avoid a nuclear war 
by improving communications.  A Hot Line or direct telephone link was set up 
between the leaders of the USA and the USSR in 1963.  The danger of a nuclear 
war led to the signing of the Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty which placed 
restrictions on the testing of nuclear weapons. 

 

 • President Kennedy emerged from the Cuban Missile Crisis with his reputation 
enhanced.  He had stood up to Khrushchev and forced him to back down.  In the 
USSR Khrushchev claimed credit for being a responsible peacemaker who had 
safeguarded Cuba ands the USSR by removing the NATO missiles threat in 
Turkey.  However, Khrushchev had lost face and was removed from power in 
1964. 

 
Some of this detail may be included in Level 2.  
 
Any other valid point [22] 
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Guidance on Controlled Assessment 
 
Controlled assessment is a form of internal assessment. Levels of control are set for each of the 
three processes involved in controlled assessment. The three processes are: 
 
• task setting: ensures that tasks are valid and reliable by making them less predictable and formulaic; 
• task taking: conditions under which tasks are taken – addresses issues of authenticity; and 
• task marking: ensures high quality judgments in assessment. 
 
For each of the above processes, different levels of control are possible. These are defined as high, 
medium and limited/low, e.g. a high level of control for each process would be very similar to an 
existing examination. The result is that within any subject, varying levels of control are likely to be 
required across the three processes.  
 
There is one controlled assessment task for GCSE History: 
 
Unit 3: Investigative Study 
The controlled assessment unit has one assignment with two questions. We provide the context of 
the controlled assessment task and the questions. This unit differs from the external examinations 
for Units 1 and 2 in that candidates have the opportunity to pursue independent and unsupervised 
investigative study. They also have the opportunity to respond to the task set using this research. 
Candidates may only take the controlled assessment unit as a terminal unit. 
 
In GCSE History the levels of control for the above three processes are as follows: 
 
Process Level of Control What this means 
Task setting High CCEA set the task.  
Task taking High All work, except research, must be done 

under formal supervision. Research can be 
done under limited supervision.  

Task marking Medium Teachers mark the task using mark schemes 
which CCEA provide. CCEA moderates 
them.  

 
Guidance on Interpretation and Representation 
 

 

Interpretations and representations are found in a wide variety of sources as well as in the considered 
views of writers, whether historians or otherwise.  The essential characteristic is that one or more 
individuals are attempting, usually consciously, to present a view of the past, or an issue in the past, 
which may differ from another or others.  It is important that in attempting to evaluate representation 
and interpretation, consideration should be given to the process by which these interpretations and 
representations were created. 
 
Guidance in applying the Mark Scheme to candidates’ responses. 
 
The following mark bands have been drawn up to facilitate the identification of a candidate’s level of 
achievement.  Marks in each band should be awarded according to the extent to which a candidate 
demonstrates competence in relation to the requirements detailed within each band.   
For example:   
• an answer that meets the requirements of a band convincingly should be placed at the top of the band 
• an answer that meets the requirements of the band but does so without consistency or less than 

convincingly should be place at the lower end of the band. 
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Question 1 in the controlled assessment task will assess the candidate’s ability to recall, select and 
communicate his/her knowledge and understanding of history (AO1) and his/her understanding of the 
past through explanation and analysis (AO2).  Question 1 will not require the evaluation of source 
material, however, candidates are expected to use evidence thy have studied in their historical enquiry.  
Teachers should use the description in the mark bands to award candidates a mark out of 15. 
 
Question 2 should be marked using the performance descriptions in the mark bands as guidance and 
candidates should be awarded a mark out of 35. 
 
The specimen controlled assessment tasks are included to help your students understand, as fully as 
possible, the types of tasks they may encounter and how marks will be awarded. 
 
We provide guidance on word or time limits. Tasks are replaced every year. 
 
Further information on controlled assessment can be found in Section 6 of the specification. 
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History 
 

Unit 3:  Investigative Study 
 

Controlled Assessment Task  
 

SPECIMEN 

 
The Purpose of the Controlled Assessment Task 

 
Teachers are advised that the purpose of controlled assessment is: 
 
• To assess the candidate’s ability to understand why representations and interpretations are           

held in history. 
 
• To give candidates the opportunity to conduct an historical enquiry under controlled conditions. 
 
 
Instructions for the Controlled Assessment Task 
 
• This is not an examination and candidates will be expected to conduct wider research on the       

issues in question with a degree of independence, giving their responses an individual quality. 
 
• The candidate should show evidence of having studied and evaluated between 10 and 15 sources    

in their historical enquiry. 
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Controlled Assessment 
 
This assessment task will focus on the role of the media in the Vietnam War. 
 
You should answer both questions below, drawing on the investigative research you have 
conducted. 
 
 

1 How significant was media coverage and popular culture in creating opposition to the Vietnam 
War? 
 [15] 

 
 
2 One journalist and cameraman could become as important as politicians in influencing attitudes to 

the Vietnam War.  Using all the evidence you have studied (including representations and 
interpretations) how far would you agree with this interpretation? 

 [35] 
 
 Total [50] 
 
The Controlled Assessment Task is worth 25% of the  
overall marks assessment for GCSE History 
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Controlled Assessment 
 
Guidance on Interpretation and Representation 
 

 

Interpretations and representations are found in a wide variety of sources as well as in the 
considered views of writers, whether historians or otherwise.  The essential characteristic is that one 
or more individuals are attempting, usually consciously, to present a view of the past, or an issue in 
the past, which may differ from another or others.  It is important that in attempting to evaluate 
representation and interpretation, consideration should be given to the process by which these 
interpretations and representations were created. 
 
Guidance in applying the Mark Scheme to candidates’ responses. 
 
The following mark bands have been drawn up to facilitate the identification of a candidate’s level 
of achievement.  Marks in each band should be awarded according to the extent to which a 
candidate demonstrates competence in relation to the requirements detailed within each band.   
For example:   
• an answer that meets the requirements of a band convincingly should be placed at the top of the 

band 
• an answer that meets the requirements of the band but does so without consistency or less than 

convincingly should be place at the lower end of the band. 
 
Question 1 in their controlled assessment task will assess the candidate’s ability to recall, select and 
communicate their knowledge and understanding of history (AO1) and their understanding of the past 
through explanation and analysis (AO2).  Question 1 will not require the evaluation of source 
material, however, candidates are expected to use evidence thy have studied in their historical 
enquiry.  Teachers should use the description in the mark bands to award candidates a mark out of 15. 
 
Question 2 should be marked using the performance descriptions in the mark bands as guidance and 
candidates should be awarded a mark out of 35. 
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Question 1 
 
Assessment Objective AO1 and AO2: Total 15 Marks 
 
Marks 
 
[0] no rewardable material. 
 

 

Level 1 ([1]-[3]) 
Limited explanation which may include some inaccuracies.  There is little 
supporting evidence and conclusions are unsubstantiated.  Candidates present 
information in appropriate form and written work may contain inaccuracies in 
spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
([1]) (A01) ([1]–[2]) (A02) 
 
Level 2 ([4]-[7]) 
Relevant explanation which begins to use supporting evidence and reach 
limited substantiated conclusions.  Candidates present information in 
appropriate form and written work will demonstrate some accuracy and clarity.  
Spelling, punctuation and grammar is sometimes accurate. 
([2]) (A01) ([3]–[5]) (A02)  
 
Level 3 ([8]-[11]) 
Well explained and substantiated conclusions which are illustrated by accurate 
and relevant evidence.  Candidates present information in a coherent form and 
written work demonstrates considerable accuracy, using a range of 
grammatical constructions and specialist terms.  Spelling, punctuation and 
grammar are mostly accurate. 
([3]) (A01) ([6]–[8]) (A02) 
 
Level 4 ([12]-[15]) 
Well developed and reasoned explanation, demonstrating good understanding 
and reaching substantiated conclusions.  Explanations will be very well 
supported with accurate and relevant evidence.  Candidates present information 
in a concise and coherent form and written work demonstrates almost faultless 
accuracy, using a wide range of grammatical constructions and specialist terms 
with precision.  Spelling, punctuation and grammar are consistently accurate. 
([4]) (A01) ([9]–[11]) (A02) [15] 
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Question 2 
 
Assessment Objective AO3: Total 35 Marks 
 
Marks 
 
[0] no rewardable material. 
 

 

 Level 1 ([1]-[9]) 
There will be some awareness of interpretation and representation, as 
candidates may recognise that there are opinions, but have a limited 
understanding of why these are held.  In relation to particular categories of 
sources, candidates may have some difficulty in distinguishing between fact, 
reconstruction and fiction or between fact and opinion.  There will be little 
evidence of wider research and where present, this will be limited in scope. 
Candidates present information in appropriate form and written work may 
contain inaccuracies in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 
([1]–[9]) (A03) 
 

 

Level 2 ([10]-[18]) 
Candidates will recognise that interpretations and representations are conscious 
attempts to interpret the past and may demonstrate awareness in a general way 
or in relation to a limited aspect of the assignment.  This, however, will not be 
developed and discussion on why interpretations are held will be limited. 
There will be some evidence of wider research but this may not be consistently 
relevant to the issues discussed.  Candidates present information in appropriate 
form and written work will demonstrate some accuracy and clarity.  Spelling, 
punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with consistent accuracy. 
([10]–[18]) (A03) 
 

 

Level 3 ([19]-[27]) 
Candidates will make reasoned judgments about the validity of particular 
interpretations and representations of the past.  Conclusions will be based on 
sources studied and understanding of the wider historical context.  There will 
be evidence of wider research with inclusion of consistently relevant evidence. 
Candidates present information in a coherent form and written work 
demonstrates considerable accuracy, using a range of grammatical 
constructions and specialist terms.  Spelling, punctuation and the rules of 
grammar are mostly accurate. 
([19]–[27]) (A03) 
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Level 4 ([28]-[35]) 
Candidates will clearly demonstrate a view of the validity of particular 
interpretations and representations which is based on an accurate interpretation 
of sources and other evidence they have studied.  There will be informed and 
insightful debate on why interpretations of the historical event in question are 
held.  Judgments about the validity of interpretations will be very well 
substantiated.  Candidates will use wider research to enhance the debate and 
illustrate their points.  Candidates present information in a concise and 
coherent form and written work demonstrates almost faultless accuracy, using 
a wide range of grammatical constructions and specialist terms with precision.  
Spelling, punctuation and the rules of grammar are used with consistent 
accuracy.   
([28]–[35]) (A03) 
 

 

 [35] 

Total [50] 

 


